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Dynamic duo plans new campus Dorms,
at last
BY MARIANE ST-MAURICE

THE CANADIAN PERSON

Over the years, politicians have
made wonderful and inspiring
promises, but constituents are often
disappointed with the results. This
year, however, things will change.
With the nominations in for
this year’s Undergraduate Student
Government elections, one party
stands out as extremely promising
and revolutionary, to say the least.
In fact, the Sean Perryman-Harry
Melo ticket has come up with ideas
that will surely change the future of
Baruch College.
Their priority is to build a horizontal campus in addition to the
current Newman Vertical campus. This will spread over many
blocks and provide more space for
Baruch’s increasing number of students. Perryman, who is running
for president, plans to provide each
student with an office, an idea that
would save everyone time and bad
backs caused by heavy backpacks.
The senior duo also wants to finally give the School of Public Affairs a name: the Perryman-Melo
School of Public Affairs. Though
this name may at first seem farfetched, the team wants people to
understand that they are running
for the good of the students.
“At one point, I said to hell with

SEE USG PAGE 3

<17 Lex to be
converted into
residence halls in
summer 2008
BY NASTASIYA KOROLKOVA
REPRODUCTION MANAGER
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Sean Perryman, left, and Harry Melo unveiled their horizontal campus blueprint to much fanfare. Pundits have declared them the
favorite in the forthcoming USG presidential election in April and are expected to win by a landslide.

New e-mail used for Encounters “Sex Trio”
porn blows server caught with pants down
BY CHRISTOPHER ESPEJO
OCD COMMA-LOVING WEIRDO

In recent weeks, the Baruch
computing and technology center
has been trying to switch over to
a new e-mail system called Live@
Baruch. Despite their efforts, the
system has been delayed for weeks.
The reasons, according to some
anonymous insiders, range from
virus attacks, bribery and technical
issues.
The BCTC launched their new
e-mail system for Baruch students
and faculty on Feb. 19. The department had originally planned to officially crossover to the new system
after this date having all incoming
e-mails redirected to the new BaruchMail system. However, the email forwarding was delayed until
Saturday, March 22 at 9 p.m. The
new system was created in cooperation with Microsoft’s preexisting
e-mail system, which already has
approximately 228 million users
worldwide.
Despite its popularity, BCTC
was unsuccessful for several weeks
in drawing a significant amount
of students into registering for the
new system. This was used as their
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official reason for delaying the system’s full release.
An inside source agreed to be
quoted on the condition of anonymity. “The first sign of trouble
was when the server blew out. After an inspection of the hard drive,
we found tons of porn infected with
viruses.”
The pornography in question,
which involved group sex videos
with exposed keyboard fetishes,
was infected with Trojan viruses.
The viruses were designed to attach
themselves to e-mail accounts and
flood inboxes with pictures of nude
people involved in various sexual
acts with computer hardware.
“Could you imagine what would
have happened if the new e-mail
system would have launched with
this porn? It was a lucky break for
us that the servers were overloaded
before anyone saw anything,” the
insider explained.
The investigation is still ongoing, but it was determined that the
virus attack occurred on Feb. 13.
After June 1, e-mail messages
will be sent back to their sender, officially shutting down the old webmail system, also known as SquirrelMail.

ARTS

BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
12-STEP PROGRAM PARTICIPANT

Encounters’ staff members were
arrested in what campus peace officers call “a sick and twisted case.”
The organization was found to be
running a sex ring from their office in the Newman Vertical Campus. Police officials plan to bring
charges of sex trafficking and prostitution against the top-level staff
members.
Authorities say the sex ring
came to their attention in February after advertisements were seen
in Baruch’s weekly newspaper, The
Ticker. They featured a scantily
clad young girl dressed in a leather
bondage outfit. Officials say a girl
was found chained under a desk in
the office and was malnourished.
The Red Cross is providing temporary aid to the girl until her family
is found.
New York Police Commissioner Ray Kelley explained that the
Manhattan South Task Force kept
a close watch on the Encounters’
office and its editor-in-chief, Jana
Kasperkevic.
“Detectives and Emergency
Service Personal kept 24-hour sur-
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USG President Anthony Hernandez was
identified as Client #10.
veillance on Ms. Kasperkevic and
her associates. Phone taps and hidden cameras were placed within
the office suite located at the Newman Vertical Campus, and they recorded several conversations with
customers interested in soliciting
sexual services,” said Kelley.
Police officials confiscated
anything associated with the sex
ring from the Encounters’ office.
Upon entering, emergency service
SEE SEX PAGE 2
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In a surprise follow-up to March’s
$30 million grant announcement
for Baruch College, CUNY Chancellor Matthew Goldstein announced
that the funds must be used to provide long-sought after student residences.
“We talk about housing the
homeless. What about the dormless?” said Goldstein, as he sniffled.
“Its time we took care of CUNY students.”
The conversion of the 17 Lex
building into a dormitory will begin
this summer. The duration of construction is still uncertain, as the
building has not been renovated in
80 years, since it opened its doors
in 1928. Students who have had
classes in the building have often
complained of rodents, mold and
improper air circulation, as well as
defunct elevators and even more
defunct campus peace officers.
“This is so exciting!” said Alena
Robkova, a senior finance major. “It
almost makes me wish I wouldn’t
have started college until now. Just
think — I wouldn’t have had to take
the B to Brighton to sleep.”
Plans for the new layout are now
under review. The building will be
gutted, re-painted and re-designed
to an affordable extent.
“We are fully cognizant of the
dramatic changes for commuter
students’ lives that this project
brings,” said Carlos Aleman, director of student life. “We are doing
everything we can to make sure the
transition process is as smooth as
possible. Structural adjustments
that target the commuter experience are being put in place.”
Chief among these structural
adjustments is the turnstile entrance. Students will have to swipe
in whenever they wish to enter
their rooms. In addition, dorm
room pay-plan cards will be supplied through vending machines in
the lobby. Students will be able to
choose an unlimited semester-long
dorm stay, or pay-per-week.
“Another concern is the loss of
the rush-hour experience, so integral to a commuter student’s day,”
said Aleman. “We are still looking
into ways to remedy that.”
Discussion is still underway
about where to relocate the Baruch
High School population. Disgruntled teenagers have already started
to protest, carrying “Hell no! We
won’t go!” signs outside of 17 Lex.
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Britney Spears enters academic world
BY SHERRY MAZZOCCHI
CULTURAL ATTACHÉ

In an unprecedented move by
Baruch to boost the reputation of
its information technology major,
the college has announced that
Britney Spears will teach a class in
“Artificial Intelligence and Robotics” this fall.
Or rather, a robot that looks and
talks exactly like Britney Spears.
The project is funded by The Betty
Ford Celebrity Rehab Center and
Spears’ recording label. By partnering with Baruch College, the
program is a novel way to facilitate
the star’s problematic rehab. “I’m
willing to try anything once … and
I mean anything,” the strung-out,
bald-headed star was quoted as
saying.
The idea is to provide Spears
with a completely different image
of her total potential. If Spears sees
herself as a robot, teaching a complex class in artificial intelligence
and interacting with students in a
rational and logical way, it might remap her consciousness into acting
like a normal human. “Think of it as
a kind of visual shock therapy,” said
Quigley Persnoot, spokesperson
for the Ford Center. “If this doesn’t
work,” he said, “the next step is to
implant microchips in her brain.”
There is even some buzz around
the potential for a robot reality
show. Fox Network is watching this
closely. Tentatively titled Robot Reality Rehab, the show would have
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Britney Bot will deduct points from students whose eyes wander to her chest.
celebrity robots Lindsay Lohan
teaching rocket science, Nicole
Ritchie instructing brain surgery
and Eliot Spitzer with a class on the
lasting impact of Puritan philosophy in American Society.
Students are generally enthusiastic and intrigued by having a

celebrity instructor — even if she’s
plastic. Mala Roy, 19 and an IT major, wondered how the Spears robot would work. “I mean, are they
going to, like, pull a really, really
long string right before class?” she
asked.
Not exactly. Marcel Duchamp,

Bronze statue missing

JOSHUA KU I THE TICKLER

The campus will be on lock-down until the smug culprit is apprehended, pictured here in an undated photo.

<Bernard Baruch
is prime suspect of
midnight tomfoolery
BY SOPHIA HEPHEASTOU
DOG WHISPERER

Quiet, deserted and dark at Baruch College’s entrance a crumbling noise strengthens amid the
silence. The noise gets louder.
Rocks and pieces of rubble start to
fall to the ground. The bench we
have all come to know and love
has changed. Bernard M. Baruch
is gone.
Various reports of stolen goods,
textbooks and office supplies have
been reported missing by faculty
members all over campus. In addition, reports of unauthorized
entrances into the library have
been reported at various instances
throughout the night.
Particular sections appear to be
used each time the culprit enters.
Specific issues of The Wall Street
Journal from 1920s and 1930s appear to be have been targeted. Pieces of old scrap paper with notes on
economic trends and advice have
been found next to these articles by
Professor Lewis Liu, library director
in charge of finance, investments
and insurance.

Although night staff and campus peace officers have not seen
Baruch in action, they cannot deny
various careless traces of Baruch’s
midnight shenanigans.
Just last week, footprints were
found tracing our college founder’s
path straight from his bench to the
second floor, coincidentally stopping in front of the cased bottle of
Taittinger 1734 Champagne given
to the school on Aug. 27, 2001, when
the Vertical Campus was opened.
“He probably took a couple of swigs
and then sealed it somehow. I just
don’t know how,” says Ed Drakhlis,
a student and advertising manager
for The Ticker.
Baruch’s fun and games do not
stop there. Custodians have also reported urine found from a non-human source all over water fountains
on the second, third, eighth and
12th floors in the VC. The fountains
appear to have copper residue, indicating a pattern. The fountains
are cleaned weekly to ensure that
the students’ health is not in danger. The residue has been analyzed
by various scientists who cannot
come to an agreeable conclusion.
Other reports given by various
academic advisers indicate that
particular student transcripts have
also been disappearing. The files
have been deleted and, in some
cases, grades have been altered,
changing F’s and D’s into miracu-

lous A’s and B’s. Students are definitely not complaining, but the
administration, on the other hand,
is truly troubled. Baruch College
has currently created a new department to alter all the computer
codes in the school. The administration is taking several steps to
stop Baruch’s academic treachery.
Unlike his previous petty crimes,
Baruch is notoriously known for
ruining an essential resource necessary for students and all faculty
members: the escalators. Technicians have observed that each
night, various screws and parts are
removed from the escalator belt,
making the escalators break down
during the day. The missing parts
have yet to be been found.
Baruch places dollar bills and
coins in place of the original parts
to leave his mark. This, of course, is
a trademark done by most talented
criminals. No one knows when the
escalators will become “Baruchproof,” but students can only hope
that new precautions be taken,
even if that means upgrading to a
new escalator system. After all, how
much longer can students wait for
an elevator to get to class?
Students are urged to report
any unusual observances or experiences that may be associated
with these crimes. If there are any
suggestions on how to detain this
criminal, contact the authorities.

a Baruch IT student who worked
on the initial Britney prototype
(Britney Bot 1.0), described how
he encoded a series of nano chips
with lesson plans. Britney Bot is
programmed to be spontaneous
and answer class questions. Students are in no danger of being

kidnapped. She will be able to take
attendance by scanning the room
and recording the imprint of students’ irises. Birtney Bot will also
be able to sense students’ comprehension and keep a running grade
total that is constantly monitored
and updated. Points are deducted
if you stare at her chest.
Duchamp said that students
can improve their grade by asking really good questions in class.
He does not recommend asking
about Kevin Federline, the custody
case or speculations on what Jamie
Lynn will name her baby. “That will
probably backfire,” he said. He also
recommends not trying to game
the system. “If you offer her controlled substances,” he said, “she’s
programmed to flunk you.”
There is also a Britney Bot 2.0
under development. This Britney
Bot will teach a class in psychology.
While the actual Spears is already
giving the world an excellent lesson
in abnormal behavior, Britney Bot
2.0 will teach a class on the significance of the parents’ role in early
childhood development.
Duchamp is also excited to appear with Britney Bot in the ubiquitous CUNY ads that feature a
student and teacher combination
that proclaim, “Look who’s teaching at CUNY!” Duchamp, in his
typical outfit of jeans and T-shirt, is
standing next to Britney Bot, who is
dressed in a silver lame sequined
jumpsuit and holding a robot arm.
“It’s sweet,” he said.

Campus sex ring busted
n CONTINUED FROM FRONT
customers interested in soliciting
sexual services,” said Kelley.
Police officials confiscated anything associated with the sex ring
from the Encounters’ office. Upon
entering, emergency service personal found a number of discarded
contraceptive devices on the floor
and a strong odor that permeated
the air of the office.
“I’ve been on the force for almost 20 years and I’ve never seen
anything as shocking as that. People were still chained to the walls
and they were covered in dried
candle wax,” said Detective Lieutenant Orville Redenbacher. “It has
been tough to shake off. I just hope
those sick kids get the book thrown
at them.”
Encounters experienced a major revamp since Jana Kasperkevic
took the post from the past editorin-chief, Dmitry Omelyanenko, in
December 2007. According to staff
members, the transition from a literary arts magazine to a major sex
outlet was almost immediate.
“I was a little uneasy about the
ball gag and head harness in the
office at first, but when I heard it
was Jana’s, I wasn’t so surprised. I
should have known she was running a sex ring after she started

THE TICKLER HOROSCOPE
AIRES (March 21 - April 19)
April showers will hit hard. But have
no fear. The New York Mets will win
the World Series.
TAURUS (April 20 - May 20)
You will be surrounded by danger
at every corner. Maintain constant
vigilance. Trust no one.
GEMINI (May 21 - June 21)
Don’t worry about moving out.
You’re destined to live in your
parents’ basement until you’re 40.
CANCER (June 22 - July 22)
Love is in the air, but try to avoid
flames this week. It’s propane gas
you’re smelling.
LEO (July 23 - Aug. 22)
Stealing candy from a baby is easy
until a renegade Girl Scout judo kicks
you to the ground.
VIRGO (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22)
Life is complicated. It’ll become less
complicated when you stop knitting
that scarf.

leaving people chained in the office
overnight,” said Annabelle Chu, former Encounters’ creative director.
Managing Editor Jacqueline
Chancer and Creative Director
Edward Drakhlis are also being
charged as co-conspirators with
Kasperkevic. The trio could face up
to 15 years in a federal penal institution if they are found guilty of sex
trafficking and prostitution.
It is rumored that former Governor Eliot Spitzer was referred to
this particular sex service whenever the Emperor’s Club VIP was
overbooked.
“I should have known something was weird when Spitzer tried
to enter the building. Initially, I explained to him that he needed to
enter his social security if he did
not have an ID card, but he threatened to have me fired if I did not
bring him to the Encounters suite
immediately,” said Sergeant Daniel
Muniz, a Baruch College campus
security officer.
Kasperkevic, Chancer and Drakhlis, better known as the “Sex
Trio” by authorities, are expected to
post bail at their arraignment. The
district attorney’s office is expected
to ask to have their passports held
since each of them is known to have
connections with pro-sex slavery
countries in Eastern Europe.

BY SHELLEY NG / RESIDENT SOOTHSAYER
LIBRA (Sept. 23 - Oct. 23)
Your temperament is fiery and
explosive this week. Just like your
recurring case of diarrhea.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 21)
You’re the center of attention this
week. Consider seeing the doctor
about your lip herpes.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)
It’s all fun and games until someone
gets hurt – or severely injured in a
freak chess accident.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)
A new relationship will be formed.
Expect to become very familiar with
your toilet.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)
Oh, the places you’ll go. Prepare to
wake up on a dirt road without your
shoes after a night of drinking.
PIECES (Feb. 19 - March 20)
Lady Luck won’t be at your side
when your winning lottery ticket is
destroyed in the washing machine.
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Cat burglar strikes library A fallacy that is
tongue-in-cheek
BY SHELLEY NG

EXECUTIVE CHEF

The Newman Library was
robbed of some of its most precious
and prized books over the weekend
by the so-called “Book Bandit.”
The stealthy, ninja-like crook
pilfers rare books housed in college
campus libraries and has struck 15
colleges across the nation so far.
“He stole our first edition Gulliver’s Travels from 1726,” stated Baruch College Chief Archivist and
Historian George Powell.
Another stolen treasure is the
original Necronomicon, only one
of five in the entire world. “Many
people believed one was housed in
the British Museum. Not so. It was
here at Baruch,” said Powell.
Unbeknownst to students and
faculty, the Newman Library has an
underground climate-controlled
bunker used to preserve the college’s rare book collection.
“This guy’s a pro,” said Special
Agent Rex Banner, who has been
trailing the burglar for three years.
“He obtains the blueprints of the
targeted location, steals the rare

BY BENJAMIN DISRAELI
STAFF INFECTION
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A security camera image of the elusive bandit repelling from the library’s skylight.
books and leaves nothing but a
calling card.”
The criminal goes by the name
“Malloy,” according to the calling cards and is on the FBI’s Most
Wanted List. They suspect that the
suspect works alone.
The FBI believes they will catch
Malloy soon. “He’s getting cocky,”

Banner stated. “His heists are occurring more frequently and at
higher security facilities.” Case-inpoint, Banner says the Baruch bunker was looted in broad daylight.
Powell fears the bandit may
return. “He may go after another
priceless treasure: our second century edition of the Kama Sutra.”

New era, leadership for USG
n CONTINUED FROM FRONT
law school; I can just serve on student government forever. They do it
at [University Student Senate], why
not here?” said Perryman.
Other ideas include the construction of an arcade instead of a
mere game room. There have been
several renovations to the current
game room, as well as inconclusive
plans for further changes, but the
dynamic duo have faith in this new
project.
Because they are so concerned
with their fellow students’ well being, Melo explains that he and his
partner will not take up student
office space, but rather be in the
current Office of Student Life. “We

want every student to have an office. That’s definitely a priority,”
said the vice-presidential hopeful.
Though they have many more
plans brewing, the last one the Perryman-Melo team has volunteered
to the public is a carpooling/limousine service that would reach the
multitude of neighborhoods Baruch students reside in.
Despite common knowledge
that Baruch is a commuter school,
this party is the first to suggest a solution to the discomfort of packed
trains. “This is the ideal solution to
construction delays and sick passengers that cause students to be
late for classes,” said Perryman.
The upcoming presidential debate, where Perryman will face oth-

er, far less important presidential
candidates, will provide him with a
chance to share his ideas with the
Baruch community, meanwhile
crushing all other candidate’s
hopes and dreams.
The Perryman-Melo team is undoubtedly bringing new ideas to
the table, which is not such a bad
idea given the current state of politics in New York.
One thing is certain: the dedication these two have to the student
body, which Perryman hopes their
constituents will realize. “We are
thinking outside the box. People
may be hesitant at first, but they
will soon embrace the PerrymanMelo era. They will have to ... we are
ending all elections after we win.”

Cheaters turning to science
BY VRITI SARAF
MOOSE HUNTER

With midterms underway, students are once again burrowing into
their study dens to prepare for that
coveted “A.” While some students
spend countless hours reading and
memorizing things they will fail to
recall 30 seconds after their exam,
other students are using a more
keen method, creating some elaborate, stealth-ridden cheat sheets.
Getting caught put aside, the
hassle of actually cheating during
an exam probably causes more
stress than not knowing the material itself.
The many covert methods students use to cheat include writing answers on their water bottles,
hands and sheets of paper with
words the size of bacteria.
What if you were told that you
could have the answers projected
in front of your eyes in a regularsized font, larger for seeing-impaired, and no one would even
know they’re there?
Researchers at the University of
Jaipur, India, the same family of scientists that invented the concept of
zero, have concocted a pair of read-
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These glasses will blow academic integrity into pieces.
ing glasses that have the capacity to
store up to 475 pages of material on
the clear lenses.
“The military will be able to access classified data instantly,” says
Dr. Ramnatholabhiwala, head project engineer and designer.
Students will undoubtedly find a
much better use for this device. This
technology, well beyond its years,
uses special microchips installed
in the temples (the stem-like part
of the glasses used to hold them in
place). The microchip can be taken
out, and using a larger USB-like de-

vice, allows any kind of information
stored on a computer to be uploaded and imprinted onto the glasses.
Once the microchip is enabled,
the clear lenses take on a slightly
opaque, yet hardly detectable, hue
and project the image or text in
front of your eyes. All you have to
do is look down at your desk to provide a solid background for the material and read the answers. Scroll
down by adjusting your glasses and
you’re set for an “A.”
This product will be available in
stores as early as November 2010.
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Baruch College’s long touted
reputation as the most diverse student body in the United States, was
challenged last week when obscure
school, RAMAPO, which stated that
it would soon become the most diverse student and faculty body in
the world. The high school and/or
college said that it would not only
be admitting different races into
their school but a slew of different
sexual orientations including pedophiles, beastialites, and Disney
cos-playing fetishists.
The move, considered risky by
some city officials, is but the tip
of the iceberg in what seems to be
a looming era of extreme political correctness and massive social
acceptance. Just one month ago,
shameless copycat school Hunter
College added a new course to their
humanities studies lineup. The new
course, “Albino American Studies,”
will focus on the vanilla people’s
hardships in the United States and
will traverse the discrimination
that these pigmently challenged
misanthropes have had to endure.

Zicklin School goes
bananas with APE
BY TIMOTHY CHAN
ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM

Baruch students who will be
returning for the fall 2008 semester may be seeing some new hairy
faces in their accountancy classes.
The Zicklin School of Business
announced on Tuesday, March 17,
that they have been selected from
a list of prestigious universities to
host a groundbreaking program to
further test the learning capacity of
chimpanzees.
The program, fittingly named
Advancing Primate Education, or
APE, is an extension of the primary
research done by the Primate Research Institute of Kyoto University
in Japan.
The institute was first to discover chimpanzees as young as 5years-old had better performance
in memory tasks than humans in a
2007 experiment on cognitive function and memory.
Program Director Hiro Shimata
said in a press conference, “We
hope that this will teach humans
to better understand the power of
chimps. We want people to see that
they are not banana-eating, nosepicking, flea-bitten animals, but as
intelligent individuals instead.”
According to Shimata, the two
chimps selected for this experiment, Cocoa and Puffs, will be
flown in from Japan in August so
they can complete extra orientation procedures, including meeting
with their new handlers, who will
be accompanying them from class
to class.
“The chimpanzees will be focusing on courses that are mathematically intensive that also require a
large amount of cognitive function
and memory,” stated Baruch President Kathleen Waldron. “The staff
of the Zicklin School felt that Ba-
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This will be a night class.
Perhaps most shocking is, ridiculously overrated school, NYU’s
new idea for promoting safe sex
and pseudo-abstinence. The blindly liberal school, has begun a series
of two credit classes that deal solely
with sex and passively demonstrate
alternatives to the more traditional
method that often lead to the worst
STD of all, pregnancy. The classes
range from “SEX 2850: Eating the
Gherkin” to the more advanced
“SEX 3600: Eating Human Exhaust”
(This can supplement the environmental conservation requirement).
NYU rival, and reason your parents took out a third mortgage on
their home, Columbia University,
is also offering a one credit sex-ed
micro-course hoping to attract the
gaming community titled “Next
Gen: Add Pwnage 2 UR Relationship with A Wiimote”. It should be
noted that since their instillment
every one of these classes has filled
within minutes of the start of registration by 200 single men and one
“Goth” couple wearing all black
and a few piercing that took the
class to show how non-conformist
they are.

The Tickler staff stands behind
all our articles, except those
that are standing behind us,
breathing on us. Absolutely no
factuality is intended or should
be inferred.
The Ticker fully endorses the
Tickler, since clearly we don’t
give a flying bearcat about
actual articles, the student
population or our own
credibility.

If you don’t want to put
your name on the article
you submit, pick one of
your favorite professors and
attribute the article to them.
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Calculus is child’s play to this chimp.
ruch’s accountancy program would
play best to their strengths.”
The idea of studying alongside
chimps however, has not gone unopposed by the student body. Several students have already started
Facebook groups opposing the APE
program.
“I’m, like, super scared of monkeys and, like, apes and stuff,” said
junior Ashley Thom. “What if they,
like, get all up in my hair? I don’t
want fleas!”
Facebook groups such as Ashley’s, “Banish the Baboons,” already
has 51 members and is growing
daily.
Numerous students like Alex
King have started a movement of
their own, whose Facebook group,
“Help Baruch Go Ape,” has already
attracted 500 members who want
the APE project to go forward.
“I don’t see anything but good
things coming from this project,”
said Alex King.
The real question to most students, however, is do the chimps
even want to come here.
Via video chat, Cocoa responded
to that question by simply sniffing
her armpit and eating a banana.

ABOUT US
The Tickler is published once a year
by the Tickler editorial staff at:
One Annie Griffin Baruch Way
Third Floor Corner Office
New York, NY 10010
All work except printing is done by
Baruch students. Printing is done by
our helper monkeys in the basement.
Our office is closed during regular
school hours and doubles as a dance

hall in the evening. Any display or
advertising questions should be
directed to the advertising manager,
who is only in the office when he
feels like it.
The Tickler does not welcome any
comments, suggestions or information about error. Tickler readers can
keep those to themselves.
Volume = LWH, Issue 75
Established 1832

APRIL 1, 2008

PAGE 4 I THE TICKLER SPORTS

Sports
THE TICKLER

APRIL 1, 2008

Athletics department to
debut football team
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Though construction of the football field is complete, it won’t make its official Baruch debut until fall 2008. Area peewee football teams are using the field until then.

BY KELLY CLARKSON
AMERICAN IDOL WINNER

Did you ever feel left out during football season because Baruch
doesn’t have a football team for you
root for? Well there is no reason
for you to feel that way anymore.
Starting next fall, the Baruch athletics department will be adding a
new football program to its Bearcat
crew.
Although some of the logistics of
the newly added program are still
being worked out, the team plans
to start its 2008 season next fall and
will begin recruiting athletes this
summer.
With the new Bearcats being the
only football team in CUNY they
will have many hurdles to face. The
most crippling obstacle may turn
out to be the lack of a football field
for the team to practice on.
Instead of a traditional field,
these future Bearcats will close
down 25th Street between Lexington and Third Avenues once a week
for practice.
It may seem a though our
Bearcats will be at a disadvantage
because of their lack of practice on
an actual football field but the truth
is if our guys can tackle on pavement they can take a hit anywhere.
Considering their practice space,
all team members will be required
to have high-quality medical insurance in case of serious injury.
The Athletics Department is
currently looking for a head coach
who will be able to work past these
obstacles and establish a well-respected football team.
After the retirement of Brett Favre last month, the Athletics Department sent him a letter wishing
to employ him as our new head
coach but, as of late last night, still
have not received a response. Still
the search for a head coach moves
on with a long list of prospects.
At the top of that list for the
coveted position is beloved Sports
Information Director John Neves.
With many years of football knowledge acquired from watching Monday Night Football and participating in Fantasy Football he seems
to be the most qualified for the job,
second to Brett Favre of course.

Simmons to jazzercise PE classes

DID YOU KNOW...?

BY TIMOTHY CHAN

1. The men’s basketball team warms up to Madonna’s “Like a Virgin” before each
game.

ON-CALL THERAPIST

According to an announcement
made on March 25 by President
Kathleen Waldron to the Baruch
Athletics Department, the athletics
staff is getting an exciting new addition.
Early on Friday, March 21,
President Waldron received word
from the representatives of exercise
guru, Richard Simmons that he will
be participating in Baruch’s new
“Shape up Baruch” program to be
launched in the fall 2008 semester.
Simmons will be a taking the
post of guest athletics director, in
charge of program areas such as
Butt-robics, Retro-Gyration, and
Simmons Spin.
He will also be in charge of designing Baruch’s new athletic wear
line that will be sold at the Baruch
Bookstore during the summer sessions.
Simmons when reached for
comment, stated, “I am so excited
to become a part of the Baruch
family. I am also super happy that
I can be charged with shaping up
the bodies of college students, especially the butt, which is a very
important body part.”

2. Volleyball head coach, Allison Gunther, is an avid reader of The Ticker and
especially loves the sports section.
3. John Neves is the real Bearcat.
4. The men’s baseball team is on a three-game winning streak.
5. Men’s basketball center, Phil Schatz, wears a size 26 shoe. You know what
that means, ladies ...

EDWARD WU I THE TICKLER

6. Present on the sidelines for every game of Vincent Favara’s four-year career
on the men’s soccer team was his beloved childhood blanket, the aptly named
“blankie.”

A candid photo of the exercise guru during a workout session with local children.
7. The Bearcat mascot is really a Siberian tiger.
Baruch College Athletics Director William Eng stated, “We are
happy to welcome Richard Simmons to our department and as a
tour de force of our new program.
We hope that his presence will
inspire student to get in shape and
lead better, gayer … I mean happier
lives.”
Simmons’ new athletic wear line
will feature his trademark matching

short shorts, sweatband, and tank
top in fashion colors like, Sunburst
Yellow, Magma Red, Tangy Orange,
Fantasia Blue, Gamma Green, and
Elton John Purple and Sequins limited edition.
It is important to note that his
athletic line will be needed to participate in his much-sought-after
exercise classes, which are already
accumulating quite a waiting list.

8. Cheerleading squad disqualified from the national tournament for not
having enough members.
9. Seven times out of 10, cross country runners get lost halfway through the
course.
10. The best Bearcat swimmers use own farts to breathe longer underwater.
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NCAA turns a
blind eye to
teams spying on
the Bearcats.
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Vaginas put on a hit

MARCH 31, 2008

USG presidential
candidates take sides
BY MAYA KASHYAP AND MEGAN LAW
NEWS EDITOR AND STAFF WRITER

JOSHUA KU I THE TICKER

The Vagina Warriors perform in another successful run of The Vagina Monologues. Page 10.

New faucets in VC
BY LILLIAN RIZZO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Starting in the fall 2008 semester, all bathrooms in the Newman
Vertical Campus and the Library
Building will have new, energy efficient faucets, according to Jim
Lloyd, assistant vice president of
campus operations.
The faucets that are a major
source of complaints from the faculty, staff and student body will be
replaced with a newer model that
automatically shuts off. “The initiative began a few years ago when the
faucets in the VC failed to shut off
correctly,” said Lloyd.
It recently became a larger concern when Undergraduate Student
Government took notice of the
problem.
“Last summer, Monnica [Honrade, USG Secretary] and I did a
survey about all of the bathroom’s
faucets in the Vertical Campus and
sent the results to Jim Lloyd with
our concerns and results,” said
Harry Melo, vice president of campus affairs for USG.
The Baruch student body finds
the ever-running faucets a nui-
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sance as well. “It is so annoying to
walk into the bathroom and hear
those noisy faucets running,” said
sophomore Glorivy Gabriel, an accounting major. “I always find myself turning them all off, trying to
stop the water from being wasted.”
The only buildings to have the
faucets replaced will be the Vertical Campus and Library Building.
Since the 17 Lexington building will
be undergoing a complete renovation, these types of replacements
are already included in the plans.
Every year CUNY has a minor
repairs fund that includes such
renovations and improvements
like this one. “In the fall 2007 list,
we made sure to put this project
at the top,” Lloyd said. After being
approved for the money needed
for the replacements, purchase of
faucets that shut off properly soon
followed.
Although the substitute faucets
have been purchased, they will take
time to be installed since plumbing
is handled by a different staff for
Baruch. According to Lloyd, since
the same plumbers are responsible
for tending to other emergencies,
the installation will be prolonged.

ARTS

Undergraduate Student Government elections are approaching and set to be held from April 15
through April 17 from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m. Voting will take place in the
first floor lobby of the library building. The two candidates on the bill
for USG president will be Rezwana
Hoque and Hernan Giraldo.
Carl Aylman, director of Student Life, explained that there are
five races in the undergraduate
election. This includes president,
secretary, treasurer and two seats
for both upper day senators and
university student senate representatives. He said, “There are many
uncontested seats. The student
election review committee has cast
one ballot in favor of those students
who are running uncontested, so
they have already been declared
winners.”
In regard to the qualifications
and characteristics required of a
USG president, Aylman said, “After
30 years at Baruch and 30 different
student government presidents, I
can tell you that I have seen some
really great presidents and some
really bad ones.” He added, “I think
it is important to be open to input
from your fellow students, involve

other student leaders in conversation about what issues are important to them and what can be done
to address them. Most importantly,
be realistic. Don’t bite off more
agenda items that you can reasonably attempt to deal with in an academic year.”
According to Aylman, he expects
the new president to face challenges because “Baruch is beginning
another step forward in our evolution. Master planning and facilities
renovations are around the corner.
The new president will have to deal
with some of those issues and to
understand that with bold steps
forward, frequently you have to experience some period of growing
pains as construction takes place
that may be an inconvenience for a
few years, but will be well worth it
once it is completed.”
Hoque, running with the One
Baruch party, has previous experience in student government. She
stated, “As treasurer of the Undergraduate Student Government, I
am responsible for managing 120
budgets from clubs and organizations in addition to the USG’s budget. I help keep track of what each
club is spending and notify them if
the funds are insufficient or their
SEE USG PAGE 7

Student Life swamped
BY JANA KASPERKEVIC
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

While there is a consensus
among the clubs and the student
body that the Office of Student Life
(OSL) is inefficient, there is a different consensus among the administration and Undergraduate
Student Government. The OSL is
understaffed and additional funding is necessary to solve this staffing issue.
As the semester progresses,
USG and the administration debate
the possible solutions, and clubs
struggle in organizing their events
with the limited help and resources
provided by the OSL.
Nelgene Stiell, associate vice
president of Phi Eta Sigma, believes
that there is a lack of communication and that it is difficult to reach
the “key people” within the OSL. In
the past, the OSL and their failure
to follow up with Media Center in
order to provide her with resources
that they promised for her club’s
events has disappointed Stiell.
“They can be pretty helpful at times
but sometimes you have to pull it
out of them,” she said.

LEISURE

The most frequent complaint
from the clubs was regarding the
delays and rejections concerning
the room requests. Beta Alpha Psi
obtained a room approval, however, the room was locked when
the event was to take place and
their speakers were forced to wait
in the hallway until the matter was
resolved.
“I know that Student Life, is really busy, but I think they can channel their efforts to some stuff that
really matters,” said Beta Alpha Psi
Executive Vice President Ted Lim.
“In the last week, I have had to
advise 18 clubs. My role as president means I have many hats, club
adviser is not one of them,” USG
President Anthony Hernandez
wrote in an e-mail to Vice President
of Student Development Ben Corpus and Assistant Vice President
Corlisse Thomas on Feb. 27. “My
government has taken on the side
role of adviser to the clubs. While I
believe that USG should reach out
and help where we can, it becomes
unreasonable when our support is
not even at the levels necessary.”
The self-proclaimed “alarmed”
USG claims that there is an un-

SCIENCE

derstaffing crisis at the OSL. In his
email, Hernandez wrote that “students are discouraged and disgruntled over what they feel is DMV like
service.”
“We are coping the best we can
with the acute shortages,” said Carl
Aylman, director of OSL. “There are
many people who are overworked
and underpaid, which does not
usually translate into good customer service.”
Aylman stated that while the
OSL has been understaffed for a
long time, it became acute this
year due to the unfilled position
for associate director of SL to handle peer programs and due to the
sudden resignation of an assistant
director of Student Activities right
after Thanksgiving.
“Every year it’s been going down
steadily, every year more support is
taken away from SL, and they are
given more work to do,” observed
Hernandez, who pointed out that
over the past two years advisors
Debra Bick and Veronica IngramHenry had moved to different positions without being properly reSEE LIFE PAGE 7
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Activity fee referendum falls apart
BY WILLIAM BATTAGLIA
USG CORRESPONDENT

Sean Perryman, vice president
of legislative affairs, announced in
an Undergraduate Student Government meeting on Tuesday, March
25 that after long deliberation, the
proposed referendums that were to
appear on the ballot during the student government elections (April
15-17), failed, since they did not
obtain the required amount of signatures from students.
The constitution and student fee
referendums both failed by something near 600 signatures. The 20
members of USG were responsible
for getting at least 100 signatures
each.
Each referendum needed 1,250
signatures for it to be included on
the ballot. However, about 1,300
signatures were tallied for both referendums combined. As a result
neither referendum will be on the
ballot for April 15.
Perryman did not shy away
from the reason he believes these
proposed referendums failed saying, “It was a lack of effort on our
[USG’s] part.”
Ben Guttman, who is the chair
of appeals for USG, also voiced his
displeasure saying, “I think that we
[USG] had too many things in the
air at one time. The Intercollegiate
Women’s Conference, the lobbying
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The Undergraduate Student Government pushed for a $6 fee increase for full-time students.
for the $30 million for the renovations of 17 Lexington, Senior Bash
and we got a little sidetracked from
referendums.”
When asked about who suffers
the most, Perryman said, “For the
referendum for the constitution, I

feel USG suffers the most because
it’s frustrating to fill that evening
spot specifically because of all of its
very restrictive rules. From the failure of the student fee, I would say
the Health Center, the people who
use the Health Center, to which

would most likely be international
students and students without
health insurance. It’s unfortunate.”
“I think that the Health Center
and international students suffer
the most; in addition, students who
seek to represent themselves and

others in USG, because of the old
constitution and its random qualifications,” said Guttman.
Guttman did take something
positive away from the situation
by stating that, “According to Carl
Aylman, nobody had successfully
passed two referendums on a single
ballot. We were trying something
nobody had ever been able to do.”
While USG should be applauded for their ambitious nature, the
failure of the constitutional amendment hurts USG and the student
body because it leaves, in effect,
a number of out-of-date requirements for candidacy for various
vice president positions in USG.
One of the proposed referendums was intended to reduce restrictions for entry into student
politics. The failure of the increase
in undergraduate student activity fees primarily hurts the Baruch
Health Center and its patients.
It is no secret that students that
have no alternatives for health care
are numerous at Baruch.
At the school’s Health Center,
located at 138 East 26th Street, it
is even more evident by the overbooked appointment schedule and
the overflowing walk-in registration binders.
But the question still remains:
who’s to blame for these failed referendums? The students’ lack of interest or USG’s lack of persistence?

Dollars&Sense among the best The watchful eyes
BY BRITT YU
BY SHERRY MAZZOCCHI

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Dollars & Sense has recently
been named one of the best college magazines in the country by
the Columbia Scholastic Press
Association and has been given
a Silver Crown award for its 2007
issue. Out of the 31 winners, Dollars & Sense was the only student
publication from a CUNY or SUNY
school. This is the fourth time
CSPA has bestowed this honor to
the magazine.
“We’re all very proud,” said Professor Roslyn Bernstein, publisher
and founder of the magazine. “I
think the prize recognizes Dollars
& Sense’s professionalism, creativity and thoughtfulness [from the
students].”
Founded in 1979, Dollars &
Sense contains articles concerning
the business world and society. Everything is written, edited and designed by Baruch students. Current
faculty advisors include Professors
Andrea Gabor and Joshua Mills for
editorial and Professor Michael Nix
for graphics and design.
The business magazine is one
of the few in the nation that is written by undergraduate students. It is
sent out to corporate leaders and
media professionals around New
York as well as students and faculty
on campus. All issues can be found
online at the magazine’s website
found on baruch.cuny.edu.
“The students are all to be commended,” said Bernstein. Besides
the writers, she praises others that
were involved in producing the
award-winning issue such as the
“excellent photographers, excellent
graphic designers and also the work
of the three faculty advisors.”
The first issue of Dollars & Sense
had only 16 pages, was in black and
white and was typed, not profes-
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SENIOR STAFF WRITER

sionally printed. According to the founder, “it’s
come a long way.” Now it comes
in full color, has around a hundred
pages and is formally published.
When asked what makes the magazine special, Bernstein stated, “it
has the excitement of a beautifully
designed magazine, a carefully edited magazine, brilliant photography. It has a professional quality to
it even though it’s done by undergraduates.”
Its presentation and content has
been enough for Dollars & Sense
to receive awards from other jour-

nalism organizations besides the
CSPA. Earlier this year, the American Scholastic Press Association
presented the magazine with a First
Place Award with Special Merit.
In 2002, the publication won third
place for best student magazine
from the Society of Professional
Journalists.
This year’s edition of Dollars &
Sense will be presented on Monday,
May 5. Anyone interested in writing for the magazine should contact
Professors Andrea Gabor or Joshua
Mills of the journalism department.

In fall of 2008, Baruch College will be initiating a program to
detect early warning signals that
students may be having difficulties. The project, led by Dr. Corlisse
Thomas, assistant vice president of
Student Affairs, is designed to be a
pro-active approach to dealing with
student problems.
Across the country, colleges
and universities are implementing
similar programs where information about students will be shared
across departments in response to
the shootings schools like Virginia
Tech, Northern Illinois University
and Louisiana Technical College.
In the past, only certain segments
of the school would perceive that a
student has a problem, like faculty
members or academic advisors.
The idea is to centrally locate the
information and help the student
get counseling.
Conversations about this initiative are still evolving at campuses
all across the country. Thomas has
been in discussions with other colleges about their programs. “The
University of South Carolina has
been especially forthcoming,” she
said. USC is primarily residential,
but many of the same principles
apply.
While this program was initially
developed in response to avert potentially violent situations, the actual scope will have a broader impact. Thomas said the program will
respond to a range of student issues
like psychological assistance, learning difficulties, medical and family
problems.
When asked if actions like negative comments in class, frustration
expressed at the Career Services
Center and less than mature behav-

ior at club hours would be enough
to trigger any flags, Thomas said,
“no.” A student with severe family
or financial problems, who stops
attending classes, is depressed and
getting F’s is more likely to receive a
call from the Student Affairs Office.
Thomas said concerns about
student privacy should be allayed

“We don’t want to
do anything that is
harmful to students. “
- Corlisse Thomas
Assistant Vice President
of Student Affairs
by the Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act, or FERPA, which
strictly governs how student records are handled. Counseling records are highly confidential and
do not become a part of a student’s
record. In addition, FERPA gives
students the right to inspect and
review their own academic records
and allows students to request corrections to inaccurate information.
Thomas stressed, “We don’t want to
do anything that is harmful to students.”
Thomas said that many departments at the college would be activated in this program. “Faculty
members notice if you don’t come
to class. We are encouraging them
to make sure a student gets help,”
she said. Friends can also be highly
effective in helping classmates who
have problems. Thomas said it can
be very therapeutic just to have
someone care enough about you to
help you get help if you need it.
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New game room in the works 17 Lex
BY WILLIAM BATTAGLIA
USG CORRESPONDENT

A new and improved game
room supported by administrative
funding may be on the way
for the Baruch community.
Anthony Hernandez, president
of USG, had stated after their
meeting on Tuesday, March 25 that
within the next week, USG will meet
with Ben Corpus, vice president of
Student Development, and begin the
process of constructing the room.
All indications point to the TV
lounge, which is used primarily by
the Career Development Center
on the second floor of the Vertical
Campus, as the new home for
the game room. Hernandez truly
believes that the new game room is
getting closer to becoming a reality.
“Ben Corpus has promised
a certain amount of money. He
hasn’t given us [USG] an exact
amount, but money doesn’t wait
for anybody. This money that
Ben is promising us, if he feels we
aren’t going to push ahead with
this, that money will be used towards one of his over 400 projects
or for more renovations throughout the school,” said Hernandez.
Prior to his conversation with
Corpus, Hernandez had been
thinking and planning for the new
game room for quite some time.
“Harry Melo [vice president
of Campus Affairs] and I brought
up this idea of a new game room
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Students engage in recreational activities in the existing game room.
in December. We walked over to
Brooklyn College and got a look
at their game room. Their game
room is nice. It’s very cool, students really enjoy it and it’s a
social spot,” said Hernandez.
With Brooklyn College’s game
room as a blueprint, USG’s proposal has been in the works for
a number of months and has
been voted on at least twice.
Rough blueprints and proposals

COME TO THE USG PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE.
MULTIPURPOSE ROOM,
TUESDAY, APRIL 1 AT 12:35 P.M.

for its design, equipment and costs
have already been worked on. In
addition, the new game room will
open more job opportunities on
campus for international students.
It has been proposed that two
or three students throughout
the day will take shifts, similar to
those staffed in computer labs, to
help manage the new game room.
“He [Corpus] is also working on getting student aid po-

sitions to make sure nothing
gets stolen, monitor the volume
level and make sure to control
the madness,” said Hernandez.
Perhaps the most important issue amongst those in support of
the new game room is the enhancement of a poorly used student space,
which will in turn, help to compensate for the lack of campus solidarity, some feel the current game
room, which is located on the third
floor of the Vertical Campus building, has not been a success either
because of constant renovations
or its practically hidden location.
Hernandez and his fellow supporters believe this new game
room will be more accessible, making it more appealing to students.
Still, some are on the fence
about this new and improved game
room. Carl Alyman, director of
Student Life, brought up the point
of “lost programming space”
at the March 18 USG meeting.
That concern was once again
reiterated by senators of USG
this past week. Similarly, another
concern is that clubs with proposed events, which could not
have been planned early on, will
now have one less room to utilize.
Rooms 3-215, 2-190 and the
Multipurpose Room (1-107) are
the only other rooms that are
large enough for big events. The
other rooms are usually heavily booked well in advance.

Simic the poet,
and you know it

FOOD AND REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED
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Simic is the 15th U.S. Poet Laureate.
BY SEAN RYAN
STAFF WRITER

Baruch College’s Newman Library was packed on Tuesday,
March 18, for U.S. Poet Laureate
Charles Simic. Simic, a guest professor for the Sidney Harman Writer-in-Residence program took to
the podium to read and discuss his
work; all while his dry wit and slight
Slavic accent shined through.
The author of 60 books and winner of many awards, including a Pulitzer Prize, Simic was introduced
by Professor Grace Schulman.
Schulman described how through
Simic’s works, “simple objectives
can be formed into nightmares;
nightmares into hope.”
Many of the poems Simic read
were from his book, 60 Poems. He
draws inspiration from real life experiences. In “Shelly,” he recalls sitting in a used bookstore in 1958, the
year he came to New York.
The poem itself was written in
the 1980s, and focuses on how he
felt when he first came to The Big
Apple, all alone, except for books

to read.
Simic admits to not being conventional in his approach to writing.
His style was the most intriguing
part of his personality, according to
the students and professors attending the event. Baruch President
Kathleen Waldron commented that
Simic “makes it seem so effortless
to be a poet […]. He’s very comfortable; nothing artificial about his
sense of his self.”
“He has that thoughtful irreverent mode that is fresh and can never
be scripted,” commented Professor
Roslyn Bernstein. The word “irreverent” is also how Simic describes
himself. On the topic of being a
good poet, Simic states that it is
“important to be irreverent,” and to
not conform to poetry written in the
past. He admits, “Every poem that
moves you, influences you,” but the
point is to take that influence and
apply to your own style.
The semester that Simic is
teaching represents the tenth anniversary of the Harman Writing
Program. The workshop, which has
been taught in previous semesters
by authors such as Mark Kurlansky and Sigrid Nunez, has been an
outlet for young writers to learn
from published professionals. “It’s
a great addition to Baruch as far
as supplementing what we offer,”
said Waldron. She “sees students
very motivated when we bring such
great poets and authors to the college.” Simic is thrilled to be teaching here at Baruch. He admits that
he “loves the students” and that his
workshop is “a great class; smart
kids that are a lot of fun to be with.”
He added that he “thinks [the students] have learned a lot, and are
an absolute joy to be around.”
His students share similar sentiments. Viktoriya Syrov, who was
at the reading, said that he “is not
a generic type of poet. He’s very
insightful, and has a lot of suggestions. It’s a really great workshop.”
On the topic of his success, Simic
said, “it’s a combination of things,
some talent, hard work, luck. Luck
is important actually.”

boosted
<Ailing building
receives more funds
from the state senate
BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS
USG CORRESPONDENT

As of March 16, Baruch College
officially acquired $50 million in
funding for the renovation of the 17
Lexington Ave. building. In the previous issue of The Ticker, Chancellor Matthew Goldstein’s dedication
of $30 million for the future of 17
Lexington was announced.
The most recent contribution
comes as a result of the New York
State Assembly’s newly proposed
budget for the 2008-2009 fiscal
year.
The State Assembly’s new budget should be finalized as of April
1. Although the proposed $50 million in tax levy funds still needs to
be negotiated in state committees.
The funds should be passed without contention.
The Assembly made additional recommendations to the state
government’s other bodies that
$600 million should be allotted in

“If after state
committees finalize
the new budgets and
17 Lexington is not
covered, Baruch could
be expected to launch ‘a
large-scale fundraising
effort to cover the
remaining costs.’“
- Corlisse Thomas
Assistant Vice President
of Student Affairs
the general budget for CUNY. The
original request made by the CUNY
board of directors was $2.34 billion
more than what the state intended
to give, meaning that the $600 million is actually a bonus from the
state. It remains to be seen how the
other branches and the senate will
cooperate.
Since the renovation plan’s inception, a great many individuals
have prodded politicians in Albany
to generate letters of support and
generally curry for favor to obtain
the accumulated $80 million.
Certain state politicians have
had prominent roles in attaining
support for the plan. The most notable of these are State Assemblyman Brian Cavanaugh, and State
Senators Liz Krueger and Martin J.
Golden.
The New York State Senate is
also required to reach a consensus
about the new budget by April 1.
They are expected to apportion
significant capital for 17 Lexington According to Undergraduate
Student Government President
Anthony Hernandez, it has been
hinted that other sources for the
remaining $37.5 million should be
revealed before the year is out.
If after state committees finalize
the new budgets and 17 Lexington
is not covered, Baruch could be
expected to launch “a large-scale
fundraising effort to cover the remaining costs,” said USG VicePresident Sean Perryman.
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Wellness for women China is 1984
BY LILLIAN RIZZO

BY REBECCA FORBES

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

In honor of women’s history
month, a wellness seminar for
Women was held on March 27,
which was brought to Baruch by
the Women of Color Network.
The seminar, coordinated by
Professor Bobbie Pollard, was centered around a speech given by Dr.
Indrani Maity, a certified naturopath, clinical nutritionist, and an
ayurvedic practitioner. The event
was a part of a Wellness Series started by the Women of Color Network,
with the first being in June 2006.
The room, filled with the smell
of incense multi-colored roses
on every table, was packed with
women of all ages, as well as a few
men in the audience. Maity began
the seminar by giving a description
of what she does and her main focuses. Her speech spanned over all
the areas she specialized in, to her
experiences with patients. “I have
a deep passion to share my knowledge with everyone,” said Maity.
The audience ranged from various students to professors, not only
from the Women’s Color Network.
“I thought the seminar would be
interesting. Since women are working hard and pursuing their careers, they sometimes neglect their
health and they should be aware of
it,” said sophomore Mei Li. Dr. Maity was originally a pre-med in college when she realized she wanted
to know how to heal as well. She
took courses at various colleges
and universities, including Harvard. Her studies include Chinese
medicine and Ayur Veda, with a focus on quantum physics.
Maity taught for about three

On Sunday, March 16, China
blocked its Internet users from accessing YouTube.com after videos
of the protests in Tibet were found
on the site. This is being seen as
another move by the Chinese government to exert control over the
public’s observation of the unrest
in Tibet.
The protests began Monday,
March 17 by hundreds of monks,
according to a time line created by
CNN. It was the 49th anniversary of
the Tibetan uprising against Beijing
rule, which caused the Dalai Lama
to be exiled.
Protests by several groups continued and many arrests were
made, including approximately 500
students from Tibet University in
the days following the anniversary.
In addition, the protests became violent on Friday, March 24 in Lhasa,
Tibet’s capital.
BBC reported that Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao has accused the
Dalai Lama of “masterminding”
the protests against Chinese rule,
an assertion the Dalai Lama denies.
In addition, the Dalai Lama has
stated that an end to the violence is
needed. He said he would resign as
head of Tibet’s government-in-exile if the situation escalates further.
China has been censoring information on the Internet for some
time now. In 2006, China created
the Great Firewall, which is, according to one BBC article, “an estimated 30,000-strong Internet police
force” used to control and monitor
what citizens see and know. The
article also reported that a type of
“keyword blocking technology” was
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A wellness seminar was held in honor of Women’s History Month.
years at CUNY John Jay in chemistry and organic chemistry. “I have a
strong science background to help
me in the field,” she said.
The seminar emphasized Maity’s
specialty of integrating eastern and
western medicine. She focused on
areas important to women, including stress management, nutrition,
fertility and weight loss resistance.
Although the speech was full
of information and medical terms,
Maity kept the mood light, by relaying common experiences that
many in the audience shared.
When going through the breakdown of the seven steps to a stronger immune system, she interacted
with the audience by demonstrating a technique that makes breathing easier. Going through every
step, she gave common examples
that students could relate to.
Although most of the people at
the seminar were women, Maity
said that her clientele is a mix. “I
have a lot of women patients, but

lately a lot more men have been
coming to see me,” she said.
Maity spoke about healing and
her profession passionately. “Healing is like a soup, when one ingredient is missing, it does not taste
right,” she told the audience in the
beginning.
After speaking for a little over
an hour, she encouraged the audience to ask questions. Many people
who spoke said that because of her,
they better understood their health
problems and the different ways to
handle them.
At the beginning of the seminar,
Maity dispensed surveys regarding
weight loss and immune solutions.
She had the audience e-mail the
surveys to her so she could give a
customized evaluation for each individual.
“I am very happy to have Dr.
Maity come because when I met
her I knew people needed to know
how the body and emotions work
together,” said Professor Pollard.

being employed to block access to
“offending sites.” The article noted
that China’s 110,000 internet cafés
are “highly regulated and state-licensed” and are all equipped with
surveillance.
China is not the only country to
block YouTube. In a March 2007 article, the BBC reported that Turkey
blocked the site by court order after
clips were shown that were said to
have insulted the memory of the
nation’s founder, Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk.
The Internet is monitored in
several other countries. In North
Korea, access is available only to
certain government officials and
only on connections rented from
China. In Turkmenistan, availability is denied to almost everyone.
Furthermore, computers in internet cafés in Burma automatically
take screenshots every five minutes
to monitor what people are seeing.
BBC also reported that in January
2007, Iran enacted a new law “requiring bloggers to register their
sites with the authorities.”
Journalism major Helen Kwon,
20, was surprised to hear about
China’s block of the site. “The people’s opinion should be heard.”
Journalism student Evelisse
Luciano, 22, was not surprised by
China’s recent actions, noting that
even though China blocked YouTube, the issue will still be known
to the people.
Erika Fermin, a 19-year-old political science major, was equally
unsurprised. “They believe the nation should have one voice. It’s understandable to have a nation be
united, but they shouldn’t sacrifice
the voices of others who want good
change.”
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Campaigns get underway

Student Life
understaffed

n CONTINUED FROM FRONT

good, because it allows us to
look at USG objectively and
determine what the flaws of
documentation is not corthe current government are
rect.”
and what improvements can
She notes her extensive
be made.”
student involvement and
He explained, “My party’s
said, “My title does not seplatform is simple. Our focus
clude me from participating
for the upcoming academic
in school events. I am always
year will be to reevaluate the
available to help anyone
use of campus resources, inthat needs my assistance, no
crease support for events and
matter what role I may play.”
programs on campus, which
She notes involvement with
will provide students with
the Muslim Student Assoa competitive edge against
ciation, Shop of Style and the
rival schools, increase and
Black Student Union Culturstrengthen all channels of
al show.
communication within the
Hoque feels that one of
Baruch community and
the main issues on campus
provide opportunities for all
is student space. “The drastudents to become involved
matic decline in student acon campus. If elected, my
tivity on campus correlates
promises will become my
directly to the increasing
obligations and I will conlack of student space. Over
the past few years we have
BORIS BERDICHEVSKIY I THE TICKER tinue to work for the Baruch
community to ensure that all
seen more and more student USG presidential candidates Hernan Girlado, left, and Rezwana Hoque.
the students’ needs are adspace being leased to private
dressed.”
entities. All Baruch students
Giraldo added, “I will also perpay a student activity fee and Ba- disqualified due to campaign viola- have experience working with the
ruch should give student prefer- tions. They had been removed after senate, clubs on campus, faculty, sonally advocate for equal student
writing opinion pieces in The Ticker administration and outside entities representation. I will fight to protect
ence first.”
Apart from student space, she because “The Election Rules and related to the Baruch community.” the rights of international students,
said, “A revitalized student life, an Procedures” states, “Any candidate He continued, “As a senator, I was student leaders, athletes, new and
increase in communication and a who has a position with a Baruch committed entirely to the student developing clubs, and most imporgreener Baruch will all be things College media (ie. campus news- body, voting on important initia- tantly, all Baruch students.”
He continued by stressing his
that will only come after hours of paper and/or the radio station), tives on campus such as providing
must recuse themselves from their clubs with necessary funding and innovative approach to leadership.
work and relentless dedication.”
She continued, “Sometimes it respective position on such media, support and also addressing issues “If elected, my plans will be differmay not seem so, but in the final from the date they file their can- concerning Baruch students. USG ent from the previous administraanalysis, we are ‘One Baruch.’ Unit- didacy until the conclusion of the is the only on-campus organiza- tion because I will take the time to
tion, other than T.E.A.M. Baruch, review One Baruch’s platform and
ing the people of this college and elections.”
work with the senate on accomGiraldo has first-hand knowl- that I am affiliated with.”
moving forward is a challenge that
Giraldo is running with the Im- plishing goals in their platform,” he
we are more than willing to take edge of government affairs. He
said, “I have been involved with pact party. He says, “My party is noted. “I will take the time to review
on.”
The announcement of Giraldo’s USG since my first semester at Ba- composed of a small number of the opposing party’s platform and
candidacy is distinct in itself be- ruch. As a senator, my responsi- individuals who share similar ideas assist the senate in working on One
cause he served as a senator dur- bilities included participating in at on how we can address issues con- Baruch initiatives, said Giraldo.
He said, “The main challenge
ing the current USG. However, he least one USG committee; I actively cerning student leaders and the
was forced to step down when Ali participated in three. I was involved common Baruch student. None of that I expect to face is changing
Khaliq and Samim Abedi were re- with campus affairs, finance com- the members of my party are cur- students’ perception of USG for the
instated after having their elections mittee and appeals committee. I rently involved with USG, which is better.”

VS.

n CONTINUED FROM FRONT
placed.
“With over 170 student clubs/
organizations and two staff members we do our best to help everyone,” Denise Delgado, who has
joined the Student Life staff three
weeks ago, said of herself and Luz
Rodriguez, who till recently was the
only advisor.
USG believes that with approximately 400 club leaders on campus
a ratio of eight advisers per 50 students, about 13 clubs, is ideal, but
currently not possible.
Compromising on the numbers,
USG advised the administration to
hire at least two more full-time staff
members. “This is not even going to
solve the problem. This is just going
to put a band aid on it,” Hernandez
said of the short-term solution.
“We have requested an additional full-time professional in the
CUNY Compact submission and
we sincerely hope that the state
and CUNY are able to come to an
understanding so Baruch is able to
continue to make the investments
we all recognize as crucial to excellence,” stated Corpus.
“The work of the OSL is vital to
a vibrant co-curricular life at Baruch,” said Thomas. “To that end,
as resources become available our
priority is [to] provide the necessary support in order to accomplish
that goal.”
According to Hernandez, Waldron warned him that with the likely budget constraints, SL might not
get the support it needs.
“I am kind of praying that somewhere in this school somebody will
find money and be like, ‘You know
what, you students need it,”” confessed Harry Melo, vice-president
of Campus Affairs.
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Did you know...
The tradition of playing tricks on April 1 originated in France?
Tell us what you think at oped@theticker.org.

Baruch’s enormous waste
SEAN PERRYMAN
The second Sunday of every month, I
spend five to six hours waiting for something
to take place.
Occasionally, when I allow my mind to
wander during these gatherings, I contemplate
if this is what Hell is like; perpetual stagnation
among amoral hypocrites.
Eventually, I realize that this is simply
the job of being on the University Student
Senate.
University Student State, or USS, is a
$33,369 (Baruch’s estimated contribution)
waste that nobody knows about. Composed
of all the colleges within CUNY, USS was
founded by Vice Chancellor Jay Hershenson,
while he was still at CUNY.
The chancellor thought of a unique,
amazing idea. Originally, USS would serve as
a body that united and empowered student
leaders throughout the CUNY system and
also act as a lobbying arm for funds.
However, since its creation, USS has fallen
far short of its original potential. Instead of
an empowered body of students, USS is a

collection of opportunists who view a spot
on USS as a means to achieve their often
delusional aspirations of power and political
connections.
Despite having over 40 members and
needing 24 for quorum, the body only
consistently achieves quorum at the
beginning of the year, when representatives
fight for power and votes are exchanged for
favors. The rest of the year, the body struggles
to maintain relevancy.
Those who gain their spoils, by selling
their votes, return to their respective colleges.
Those who lose the fight for power disappear
to their colleges to bitterly plot for the next
year. Others leave due to frustration with the
situation.
There are two types that stay: those who
proved their treachery to be far superior to
everyone else who vied for power and those
who are like me.
I ran for the position of USS representative
for Baruch because of naïveté and ignorance.
I was naïve enough to believe I could have

Kick the Sidekick

a greater impact on the university and
ignorant to the culture of the organization. I
continue to attend out of a ridiculous sense
of obligation to the students of Baruch who
pay 85 cents to the organizations. I wrote
this article for two reasons: to inform and to
offer solutions. There are only two possible
solutions: secession or choosing vanguard
representatives.
Secession, the less likely of the two, is
the most preferable choice. USS is no longer
needed by Baruch. One, our USG has a budget
comparable to USS. Two, even though no one
is willing to admit it, Baruch has surpassed
many of the other CUNY schools with few
exceptions. Our needs no longer coincide
with many of the colleges represented by
USS.
As I stated, I am doubtful of the likelihood
of the first option. The next best one is to
elect USS representatives who will serve as
a counterbalance to the amoral majority.
Choose wisely in April. The $34,000 problem
is not going to go away by itself.

Save pups
MARIYA NIKOLAYEVA

MARGARET FU
Since the day it was endorsed by Paris
Hilton, the Sidekick has, in recent years,
become an incredibly popular gadget among
young adults and even junior high school
students.
It is technically a bulky cell phone, though
it is most widely used as a text-messaging
device, not to mention a costly one. In
addition to the Sidekick’s exorbitant $200 to
$400 average price
tag, users have the
option of paying
a monthly fee of
$20 for Internet
connection.
Also, the buyer
would
probably
want to purchase
insurance for the
phone, as subway
thieves
have
apparently shifted
their focus from
iPods to Sidekicks.
Many cell phones
on the market have
similar
features,
including a camera,
instant messaging,
and music. However,
none offer the level of versatility a Sidekick
does.
One can easily switch from one task to
another, and the mini-keyboard and wide
screen make the phone more aesthetically
appealing than others. Its appearance is
vastly different from previous handheld
devices in that it is shaped like a portable
game console, similar to the Nintendo DS,
which may explain its popularity with young
people.
The Sidekick is also a useful navigation
tool because of its capability to go online.
However, do not count on fast Internet
connection, as pages take quite a while
to load. Nonetheless, it is convenient for
students on the go.

Yet Sidekicks are posing problems not
only for professors who have students using
them in the middle of class, but for the users
themselves.
Just when relationships between family
and friends were becoming strained due to
lack of face-to-face communication, phone
conversations are now being threatened by
lines of text across plastic screens.
Today’s society
is
becoming
more impersonal
than ever, and
the Sidekick only
exacerbates
the
situation. Friends
can be one foot
away talking to
the
user
and
be
completely
ignored.
Students text
message nonstop,
even when each
message costs 15
cents.
Now
that
it has become
AZPHONE.COM unlimited
with
this contraption,
many of them are unable to pry their eyes
away from the glaring screen. Unless they
believe this constant exposure to radiation
can turn them into superheroes, the Sidekick
will impair one’s eyesight.
When 14-year-olds are spending their
parents’ money on Sidekicks, it is time to tell
them to go out and get a job. But even so,
expensive cell phones will probably remain a
fashion statement for years to come.
For those Sidekick collectors who may
already have the entire series, from the
Sidekick I to the Sidekick ID to the Sidekick
LX, to even a Dwayne Wade edition, it will
most likely be notably similar to the ones you
currently have. Just expect it to burn another
hole in your wallet and relationships.

There is nothing more pleasing to the eye
than cute puppies playing with each other in
a pet store.
But these puppies have most likely been
shipped from a puppy mill from a far away
state, because it’s cheaper for storeowners.
They were born into very harsh conditions,
given very little food and water and have
never been out of their cage to run around
and enjoy their life. And now they’re in a
store.
No respectable breeder would ever sell to
a store because they would want to meet the
people who would be caring for the puppy. In
fact, stores usually buy dogs from puppy mills
for $100 to $200 each and sell them for over
$1,000. Thus, buying from a pet store, you are
putting money into the owner’s pocket and
giving money to the puppy mill, supporting
further breeding and growth.
Resist “rescuing” a puppy — you will
most likely end up with a sick puppy and feel
robbed. Remember that your purchase opens
up a spot, bringing another, and money, to
this cruel business.
I could not resist. Over a month ago, I
bought a puppy from a local store because I
fell in love with her.
Two weeks later, I found out that she had
a very severe heart murmur, and most likely
will not live a long life. I was dumbfounded
because all the dogs in the store were
supposed to be checked twice by the vet
before being sold, and something like this
should have been caught.
The puppy that brought joy to my heart
had a broken heart. They refunded my
money, but I still had a sick puppy on my
hands. Everyone was devastated, because
she stole our hearts and became a part of the
family.
A study done by the Humane Society
found that 20 percent of dogs bought in pet
stores die within weeks of purchase. Please
take my advice and don’t buy from pet stores.
Roughly four to five million animals die in
shelters every year — roughly 11,000 every
day. If you want a dog, rescue one or adopt.
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Hockey, snow and
maple syrup
Last summer, I interned at the
National Multiple Sclerosis Society. One
of my projects was to go through boxes
of scholarship applications that were
sent to us by high school students whose
lives were affected by MS, a treatable
but incurable disease
that affects the central
nervous system.
Application after
application, I read
stories of 15-yearolds whose parents
had been diagnosed
with MS and who, as MARIANE ST-MAURICE
a result, had to get a
Opinion Editor
couple of jobs to help
pay for expenses. In some instances, the
kids themselves had MS. In those cases,
the stories were of parties and school
dances that had to be missed because
the events’ conditions worsened the
kids’ symptoms and evenings and
weekends spent home because of the
pain and discomfort.
Reading all those stories, not only
did I feel extremely fortunate, but also
helpless. Wasn’t there something I could
do? I wanted to find a cure to help those
young people and their families change
what a “normal’’ life meant to them.
But I couldn’t. So, I helped the society
by working my hardest, knowing that
the society in turn helps those people.
Recently, there has been a lot of
promotion campus-wide for the annual
Relay for Life, an event that raises money
for the American Cancer Society. Just
like MS, cancer has no cure and ravages
people’s lives.
You and I may not be able to find
a cure to cancer. But, we can help the
Cancer Society to provide help, support
and hope, not only to people with
cancer, but to their friends and families
as well.
I’m planning on participating in this
night of fun and games for a cause. I’m
doing it for my friend’s grandmother
who died of cancer last year because I
saw how helpless he was. I saw the pain
he felt because there was so much he
wanted to do, yet so little he could do. I
saw how lost he was, and no one should
have to go through that.
I’m doing it for my other friend’s dad
who just lost his battle to cancer because
when he was diagnosed, it was already
too late. I heard of his determination to
be with his family as much as he could,
so much so that he opted out of some
of the treatments so he could spend the
holidays with his wife, daughter and
sons. I saw his family and friends in
mourning over the loss of a great man,
and my heart just went out to them. My
friend is 20. It is so unfair.
I’m also doing it for my mom’s
friend who just found out her son has
leukemia.
And I’m doing Relay For Life for all
the other people I don’t know about,
but who have been and continue to be
affected by cancer.
I’m doing it because I realize I’m
lucky to he healthy and I want to help;
don’t you?
Let me put it this way: if it were you,
wouldn’t you want to be helped, too?
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Loose lips: the vaginas have spoken
BY LIA EUSTACHEWICH
FEATURES EDITOR

On Wednesday, March 26 The
Vagina Warriors came and they
conquered, yet again. After spending weeks painting the campus
pink, in hopes of raising awareness of women’s issues around the
globe, 14 bold women performed at
the third annual benefit production
of The Vagina Monologues in the
Engelman Recital Hall. The event,
which sold out a half an hour before the show’s start, raised about
$1,000 which will be donated to the
Mount Sinai’s Sexual Assault and
Violence Intervention Program in
New York.
“The crowd was great. Backstage, I could hear people laughing
and enjoying [the show,]” said this
year’s Vagina Monologues producer and club president, Isabela Fernandes. “The girls were so happy
and everybody who performed,
they did such a great job.”
The Vagina Monologues were
created by Eve Ensler in 1996 after
she was inspired by women’s stories across the globe. Since then,
the Monologues have been produced internationally, the first being at Cornelia Street Café in SoHo.
Ensler has been quoted saying, “I’m
obsessed with women being violated and raped, and with incest. All of
these things are deeply connected
to our vaginas.”
Two years later, the well-received Vagina Monologues spurred
the V-Day movement, which joins
people around the world together
in an effort to stop violence against
women and girls. V-Day “stages
large-scale benefits and produces
innovative gatherings, films and
campaigns to educate and change
social attitudes towards violence
against women,” according to their
website, vday.org. V-Day hones in
on violent acts such as rape, battery, incest, female genital mutilation and sexual slavery.
This year, over 3,700 V-Day
events are taking place in 120
countries and at our very own Vertical Campus. To help promote the
movement, Baruch’s Vagina Warriors sold tongue-in-cheek chocolate lollipops shaped like vaginas
as well as black tee shirts with hot
pink writing saying, “There’s no
wrong way to eat a vagina.”
“We are not necessarily femi-

JOSHUA KU I THE TICKER

Vanessa Rosario, Ana Kovziridze and Jennifer Alvarez put their respective vaginas into a new perspective.
nists; we are trying to empower
women. But we do welcome men
to our club and to our events,” explained Fernandes, sophomore.
“It’s not about women being better
than men, it’s just about bringing
awareness and bringing the sexes
together.”
Fernandes, who performed in
last year’s Monologues, did double
duty this year, both behind the
scenes and on-stage. She joined
the cast in performing the show’s VDay Spotlight act, which features a
different group of women each year
that have been affected by violence,
this year focusing on the women of
New Orleans hurt by Hurricane Katrina.
“We can support and empower
the women and the men left behind
so that violence does not become
the solution or the norm,” Ensler
said of the Katrina victims.

Donations garnered from this
year’s Spotlight Campaign will be
put towards “education and grassroots projects that economically
empower the women of the Gulf
South.” Ten percent of the approximate $1,000 raised at Baruch will
go towards the Spotlight Campaign
as well.
Last week marked senior Carolyn Defay’s fourth and final performance in Baruch’s Monologues and
she said she has seen the show’s
“incremental growth” each year.
“It was about organizing [this
year’s Monologues] well and finding
the most effective way to promote
and advertise the show on campus
and I think we definitely did succeed,” Defay said.
Defay mentioned that the Vagina Warriors are looking to extend
next year’s Monologues, possibly
turning it into a two-day produc-

tion.
Along with Fernandes
and Defay, this year’s Vagina Warriors were Jennifer Alvarez, Jessica Green,
Janet Juvier, Nastasiya
Korolkova, Ana Kovziridze, Lauren Musselman,
Laina Plotnik, Carmen
Rodriguez, Vanessa Rosario, Destiny Sanchez,
Sunny Veniero and Alla
Zayenchik. Given this
year’s success, many of
these women will take
the stage again next year,
a trend Baruch’s Monologues have seen since
its inception.
“I think it’s just an empowering
piece … I think everyone knows
someone or has heard of someone
close to them that has been sexually
abused,” said Fernandes. “I’ll be in-

AMAZON.COM

volved absolutely [next year]. The
performances in this show are just
absolutely amazing.”

Fools found not just in April
BY BRITT YU
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

It’s that time of the year again.
It’s the day when people’s gullibility
is tested, news outlets get creative
and “wrong place at the wrong
time” moments occur left and right.
Yes, it’s April Fools’ Day and people
across the country, will be pulling
pranks on their friends and family.
It’s not clear how or when the
April 1 tradition started. One popular theory is that people first pulled
pranks on those who didn’t convert
to the Georgian calendar and were
still celebrating New Year’s at the
end of March. What is confirmed is
that April Fools’ Day was first called
All Fools’ Day in Europe during the
late Middle Ages.
There were holidays going as
far back as the Roman Empire that
were similar to April Fools’. In the
Middle Ages, there was the Feast

edent to Mardi Gras
and Carnival.
Fast forward to
modern times. Pranks
have weaseled their
way into other days
like high school Senior Prank Day and
even
Halloween.
There are enough
pranks to create reality shows like Ashton
Kutcher’s “Punk’d.”
Thanks to the Internet, jokes can go
further and easily fool
millions. Last year,
when Google offered
TiSP, a free Wi-Fi service that had to be
ILLUSTRATED BY DUSTIN WINEGAR
installed by stringing fiber-optic wires
of Fools where people mocked through your home’s sewage lines.
On its website, San Diego’s Muchurch rituals and elected a fake
pope. This would also be the prec- seum of Hoaxes has compiled what

they believe are the “Top 100 April
Fools’ Day Hoaxes of All Time.”
Some notable jokes on the list include:
•
BBC reported that due to favorable weather conditions
and near extinction of the
“spaghetti weevil,” Swiss farmers could now have spaghetti
crops. They included footage
of people pulling the noodles
from trees.
•
Sports Illustrated reported a
new pitcher named Sidd Finch
had joined the Mets with a
throwing speed of 168 mph,
but never played baseball before. Instead, he got his training at a Tibetan monastery.
•
Taco Bell announced that they
bought the Liberty Bell and
were renaming it as the Taco
Liberty Bell.
One of the biggest pranks known
for New York City is the annual

April Fools’ Day parade. Concocted
by Joey Skaggs, press releases are
sent to news outlets announcing
wild themes and outrageous floats,
making fun of current hot news
topics. A “Fool of the Year” is even
selected.
What’s the catch? It’s all a fake.
Despite this, every year since 1986,
reporters from various organizations such as CNN and spectators
show up, hoping to see the crazy
antics.
This year’s “parade” is traveling
down Fifth Avenue from 59th Street,
ending at Union Square. George
Bush and his cabinet will lead and
be “pursued by an outraged lynch
mob.”
Floats include Michael Vicks’
Dog Fight Float and former New
York Governor Eliot Spitzer surrounded by prostitutes, saying he
“will work hard to win back your
trust.”
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Great poetry is simply Simic
BY MARIANE ST-MAURICE
OPINION EDITOR

There are many ways to describe
Charles Simic. One could say he’s a
simple man, a funny man or even
a literary genius. But if there’s one
thing Simic is not, despite being the
United States’ 15th Poet Laureate
Consultant, it is a pretentious man.
He simply answered “No,’’ when
asked if he had any advice for upand-coming poets, saying that it
would be presumptuous of him to
offer any advice. “If you love everything your elders have done, you
don’t have a chance,’’ Simic added,
encouraging young writers to think
critically.
Born in Belgrade in 1938, Simic
started writing poetry in high
school and realized during his last
semester that he was a poet. He
moved to Chicago with his mother
in 1954 and then came to New York
City four years later.
“My first fall in New York was
deliciously lonely,’’ the poet recalled. “But I couldn’t go back to
Chicago because my friends would
have said ‘We told you so.’”
By the time he was 21, Simic had
his first poem published and was
well on his way to becoming one of
the greatest poets of his time. Fortynine years later, in 2007, Simic was
appointed Poet Laureate and in
January 2008 he began his semester as Baruch College’s Harman
Writer-in-Residence.
At a poetry reading on Tuesday,
March 18, Simic was introduced by
English Professor Grace Schulman
as “one of the best poets writing in
English today.”
“To enter into his world is to
change the way you look at the
world,” said Schulman, a renowned
poet who met Simic during their

Fear

Charles Simic
Fear passes from man to man
Unknowing,
As one leaf passes its shudder
To another.
All at once the whole tree is trembling
And there is no sign of the wind.

New York University days.
When the time came for him to
speak, Simic stood up to enthusiastic applause and stepped up to the
lectern. His ease was immediately
apparent as he started off by saying, “First of all, let me take off my
jacket … it’s hot in here!”
He fumbled for a few steps looking around the empty stage for a
place on which to set down his
jacket until English Professor Roslyn Bernstein, who created the Harman Writer-in-Residence series,
offered to take it.
Once truly ready, Simic discussed his background, but focused on his poems. “I’m only talking because I was asked to talk,” he
said with a smile, referring back to
Bernstein’s request that he not only
read his poems but discuss them.
The poet’s simplicity was apparent in the way he stood, hands usu-

ally rested on the lectern or holding
his red paperback, Sixty Poems,
which he held with the front cover
folded back. He spoke in conversational tones and read in a smooth
and slightly accented voice that
captivated the audience and kept
all eyes on him.
Occasionally, he paused to take
a sip of water, but maintained the
flow of his presentation by weaving
back and forth between his written
works and artful speaking. “[The
words] that roll off his tongue are
so fashioned-through that if I was
one of our student writers, I’d carry
a notebook around behind him to
catch them as they fall,” said Schulman in her introduction.
Like dutiful students, every
member of the audience followed
along, at times chuckling at the
comical lines found in Simic’s poems, while laughing whole-heart-

edly at the stories he told.
Simic shared his stories as if
he had been sitting around with a
group of friends including his planetarium experience that was the
inspiration for his poem, “In the
Planetarium.”
What revealed the most about
the laureate were the answers he
provided to some of the audience
members’ questions. In the same
way he had to remove his jacket
before, Simic was unperturbed by
having to change the batteries of
his hearing aid before answering
queries.
It was a seemingly insignificant
detail, but Simic said it is the little
moments that he draws inspiration
from. “He turns ordinary objects
into the magical,” said Schulman.
“Poets usually have plans, they’ll
tell you ‘My next poem will be about
this and that.’ But I react to events. I
watch TV, I read the papers, things
happen to me, words come into my
head,” said Simic.
“You can’t escape the world,
and there would be no point; the
world is too much fun,” he said a
little later while discussing the political references found in some of
his poems.
Simic would have no reason to
look for an escape. As Poet Laureate, he goes around the country for
readings and talks, doing what he
loves.
He admits, however, that no one
can live on poetry alone and not
solely because of financial reasons.
“I don’t want to write poetry all the
time; it’s boring!”
Luckily for him, he now has
something to distract him: classes
to teach. Luckily for Baruch students and faculty, they have an entire semester to rake in the words of
this brilliant writer.

THE PROUSTIAN PROBE
BY REBECCA FORBES
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

In
the
late
19th
century,
the French
writer Marcel Proust
popularized
the pastime
of answerCHARLES SIMIC
ing several
U.S. Poet Laureate
questions
that were meant to reveal a
preferences of the person.
This column is devoted primarily to Baruch professors.
The interviewee is Charles
Simic, the Spring 2008 Sidney
Harman Writer-in-Residence.
What is your current state of
mind?
I’m looking forward to
spring.
Who are your favorite authors?
Emily Dickinson and Wallace Stevens.
What is your favorite journey?
Walking around my room.
What do you consider the
most overrated virtue?
Being polite when you
need to speak out.
If you could choose an object
to come back as, what would
it be?
A mirror.
What is your motto?
Tomorrow’s another day.
What is your least favorite
sound?
A faucet drippin’ at 3 a.m.
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Must know interviewing basics
BY JIAYAN HUANG
STAFF WRITER

For finance students at Baruch
College, getting into a top financial service institution is a priority.
Students take workshops from the
Starr Career Development Center
to improve their interviewing skills
and their chance to make a good
first impression with firms such as
Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan and
Morgan Stanley. So what better way
to learn those skills than to get advice from a top institution itself?
On March 20, Golden Key International Honour Society hosted
a resume writing and interviewing skills workshop with Goldman
Sachs. Recruiter, Katie James was
present to discuss resume formats
and tips for interviews. She also
provided an opportunity for students to network after the event.
The workshop began with some
basic resume guidelines such as
keeping the length of your resume
at one page, using reverse chronological order and thoroughly
checking for proper spelling and
grammar mistakes. James then
addressed some resume do’s and
don’ts. Tailor your resume to demonstrate your well roundedness, use
action verbs to describe your activities and highlight analytical aspects
of your past experiences. Don’t put
inaccurate or false information on
your resume, leave typos or grammar mistakes or squeeze your entire life story onto the paper.
Next was interviewing tips. To
prepare for an interview, know
yourself and your resume. The
easiest way for an interviewer to
know whether or not you wrote
the resume yourself is by asking
you about the experiences you included.
Stay up to date on current events
in your area of interest such as the
stock market, interest rates, etc.
Doing so not only helps you prepare for the interview, but will also
help you feel confident, a feeling

CHRIS TANG I THE TICKER

Goldman Sachs recruiter, Katie James.
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Students carefully took note of interviewing tips.
that the interviewer will be able to
see. Of course, don’t forget to practice, practice, practice!
During an interview, be articulate and concise with your answers.
Avoid “I don’t know” and instead
follow up with what you think is the
answer and explain your thought
process. Never walk out of an interview without asking an interviewer some questions. Not only is

it insulting, James explained, but it
demonstrates your lack of interest
in the firm. However, make sure
the questions you ask are thoughtful and clear.
James also discussed three typical interview formats: behavioral
interviews, case study interviews
and historical interviews.
Behavioral interviews, as used
by Goldman Sachs, use your previ-

ous behavioral patterns to extrapolate future performance. Recruiters
tend to ask questions about your
past experiences.
Consulting firms often use case
study interviews. The interviewer
will present a business dilemma
that a company is faced with and
then ask you to analyze the situation and identify some key business
issues.
Historical interviews deal with
the history of the firm. Regardless
of the type of interview, recruiters
are trying to assess the academic
orientation, leadership potential,
team orientation, thinking and
problem solving skills of the interviewee.
Intended as an interactive workshop, students were encouraged
throughout the entire seminar to
ask questions. James opened the
floor to questions after she concluded the workshop with helpful
resources such as the company’s
website, periodic reports, vault.
com and monster.com. She also explained Goldman Sachs’ procedure
when recruiting on campus.
There will be a presentation in
September and October and interviews for full-time positions. The
January presentation and February interviews are for applicants
looking for summer internships.
If the applicants pass the first interview round, they are invited to
have their next interview at the
firm. Interviews are conducted
under a two-on-one ratio and the
interviewers are typically Baruch
students intended to help calm the
interviewee.
Even after the event concluded,
many students stayed to talk withJames. The questions they asked
ranged from how to answer certain
questions to the benefits of applying to more than one division. Having a recruiter from Goldman Sachs
answer their questions not only increased their confidence, but also
gave students the chance to make a
good impression.

The big deal that is “small talk”
<Taking ownership
of your career and
development
BY EMMANUEL ONYENYILI
BUSINESS EDITOR

It is no secret that great networking can lead to an opportunity for a
job or internship. The challenge is
perfecting an effective small talk
repertoire that makes winning over
a room full of professionals happen
successfully.
On Tuesday, March 18, Job$mart
Career Hour Discussions addressed this issue. Present to offer
students advice were Gowri Cavale
from PricewaterhouseCoopers and
Gene Ozgar a partner at KPMP.
When asked about the wellknown saying, “It’s not what you
know but who you know,” Cavale
expressed a mixed sentiment about
the statement, asserting that you
need a balance. You can have a
lot of established connections, but
if you don’t bring anything to the
team, your networks won’t help.
Cavale also expressed, “ The key
to networking is to be genuine and
honest” and unequivocally disagreed with the saying “fake it till
you make it.”

BORIS BERDICHEVSKIY I THE TICKER

Students packed into a 14th floor classroom to hear panelists give advice on small talk.
The panelists also emphasized
that to make a memorable professional contact, you have to establish
a connection with the person. They
stressed the importance of following up with contacts and not just
stopping to collect business cards.
To practice for networking
events, Ozgar advised leveraging
the personal networks that you
have and being prepared. You can
even prepare a cheat sheet if you
have to and include items such as
the names and titles of the profes-

sionals who will be at an event.
Professionals also like students
who take initiative because it makes
it easier for them to maintain contact. Another key way of getting
professionals to remember you is
to present yourself in a mature and
knowledgeable way. This can create an interactive and memorable
conversation.
To help students answer the
question of how to maintain contacts with professionals over long
periods of time is to think about

what they can bring to the relationship. Students have to be clear
about what they want out of professionals. Knowing that every person
has a different personality and that
some students are more introverted than others, it is important to remember each person’s strengths.
Everyone should always have
the highest level of integrity and
the ability to communicate effectively. You must take ownership of
your career and development as a
human being.

ACHIEVING E-MAIL
EXCELLENCE
BY ANNA AULOVA
SCDC CORRESPONDENT

In this day and age, when
the Internet is becoming more
widely used by the minute,
technological correspondence
is turning into the preferred
form of communication.
However, with new advances come new responsibilities as more companies prefer e-mails to snail mail and
phone calls. A student pursuing his or her career path will
have to adjust to such changes
and remain as professional as
possible.
Unfortunately, no college
course is going to prepare
students on how to communicate correctly. It is up to each
student to learn the do’s and
don’ts of professional correspondence.
When writing a professional e-mail, it is better to
type it up in a Microsoft Word
document. Any grammatical
mistakes can be fixed without
running the risk of clicking the
“send” button by accident before completing the letter.
The body itself should not
be too generic and needs to be
appropriate for your audience.
From applications to thank
you letters, the type of e-mail
portrays your passion and enthusiasm while highlighting
your strengths and abilities.
Since correspondence is so
important in the professional
industry, the Starr Career Development Center has organized an e-mail business correspondence workshop which
will be hosted by Roy Speed,
president of Salient, Inc. and
creator of E-mail Excellence.
It will take place on Thursday, April 3 from 12:30 p.m. to
2:30 p.m. in Room 3-160. The
workshop will not only answer any questions, but also
help students show their professional image through their
writing.
E-mail excellence will go a
long way in every aspect of a
student’s life. Whether it is a
message to a professor about
an upcoming project or a
cover letter to a potential employer, an e-mail shows one’s
ability to express one’s self in
writing.
It allows individuals to collect their thoughts and make
decisions on how they choose
to write and the way they
choose to write it.
Although many people
have probably been sending
e-mails from a very young age,
there is a difference between
writing to a distant relative
and writing to a hiring manager. Each e-mail has a particular format.
E-mail etiquette can leave
a lasting impression on anyone you choose to write to,
and by learning the necessary
tools, anyone can succeed in
the professional world.
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TICKER WATCH: S&P 500 WOES

ABSOLUTERETURNS.COM

1.3%.

Average return by
the Standard & Poor 500 over the
past 10 years when dividends and
inflation are factored into returns.
This makes Standard & Poor
the worst-performing of nine
different investment vehicles
tracked by Morningstar.
Surprisingly, Standard & Poor
is trading around where it was
nine years ago. The S&P ’s 500
stock index is the basis for about
half of the $1 trillion invested in
U.S. index funds.
These were some of the surprising facts mentioned by The
Wall Street Journal in highlighting
the “lost decade” for U.S. stocks.

-6% & -3.25%.

Returns of the S&P 500 in January
and February of this year.
WSJ.COM

HOME SALES
1.8%

Percentage by which new-home sales slid in February from the rate in January. This translates to a seasonally adjusted
annual rate of 590,000, the lowest mark in 13 years according to the
Commerce Department.
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PANEL DISCUSSION: THE ART OF PASSION
<A student profiles
her experience
in a unique
management class.
BY DANIELLE BALDWIN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On your first day of management class in any other school
you would probably expect your
professor to drone on about the
business world straight from the
textbook. However, Professor
Tawil’s class is totally unconventional. On my first day of management, I was blown away by the expectations of Professor Tawil. I felt
I was totally deceived by the blogs
on Ratemyprofessor.com, quoting
Professor Tawil to be inspirational
and motivating. I felt so deceived.
I couldn’t believe I had elected to
take a course with what seemed to
be such a heavy work load and ridiculous expectations.
One of the first things Professor
Tawil gives his students is a panel
presentation project. He actually
expected the class to break into
groups and put together a panel
of four professionals from the outside world, to come to the class
and share their experiences with
us about the business world. Talk
about an impossible task. However, with hard work and determination, my group and I pulled
it together to present “The Many
Faces of Running a TV Production
Company” with a great success.
From my group’s project and
the other groups in the class, I
learned many lessons. Many of

these lessons were derived directly from the speakers, but some
of them were learned throughout
the organizing of the presentation. Renzo Devia, co-founder of
LatiNation Production Company,
along with Jennifer Pons, a producer for LatiNation who has also
worked for MTV and BET networks, were two of our esteemed
panelists. Also joining them was
David Herman with the “The Late
Show with David Letterman” and
Gabriel Alavarez, who has done
entry-level work for several companies including Power 105.1 and
MTV Tres.
These speakers reiterated what
the class had already learned from

role of a founder in a production
company.
With the semester quickly coming to an end, I look back at the first
day and reflect on the overwhelming feeling in my stomach. I now
realized why those students wrote
those amazing reviews about
Professor Tawil’s class. Professor
Tawil’s Intro to Management class
provided great insights into the
business world. He did not just
emphasize the paragraphs in the
text book; he gave us real professionals with real-life situations
for the class to relate to. Putting
together a panel of strangers was
extremely intimidating, but it
forced each student in the class to
network and see how demanding
the business world really is.
This class taught me how to not
be afraid and to take risks. It also
helped me see the value in every
relationship students create. The
biggest lesson I walked away with
from the panelists was to believe
LATNATION.COM, MTVTR3S.COM AND CBS.COM in passion. No matter which posithe textbook and what Profes- tion the panelist speaker held in
sor Tawil’s previous speakers had their company, each stressed the
told us. The speakers stressed the same key point: it all comes down
importance of having passion in to passion.
Today the business world is
whatever you choose to pursue,
no matter what field you gravitate cut-throat. If you don’t have passion and believe in what you do
towards.
They emphasized that you can you need to realized that the next
never forget what you are working guy behind you will have the pastowards, or your mission. Other- sion you lack. The panel provided
wise, you will not be successful. some great insight: Success isn’t
Being that our panelists ranged only about how much money you
from entry-level positions to co- are taking home in your paycheck,
founder positions, there were it’s about how you feel at the end
many different perspectives. The of the day when you see that you
panel was easy to relate to be- have made progress toward the
cause the class could see the pro- mission you ultimately set out to
gression of each individual from achieve.
an internship role to the eventual

Women
connect
BY LISA O’CONNOR
SCDC CORRESPONDENT

A group for women by women
that took off in the fall semester of
2007, Women Connect is just one
of the many new initiatives that you
can expect from the Starr Career
Development.
This support group was created
as a result of women expressing
their concerns with communication and self-confidence skills. In
October, when the group first started, there were only six members
that had met a total of 10 times.
Now in their second semester, the
membership has increased with
a more diverse body consisting of
freshmen and alumni.
So far, they have addressed such
topics as “Making Yourself Marketable” and “Landing an Internship,”
resulting in three of their members
having received jobs and another
member awaiting an offer.
As facilitator of Women Connect, Dr. Lina Sueyoshi’s message
to the women of Baruch College is
to “come and see for yourself, as
the topics discussed are generated
from issues raised during the meeting.”
Women Connect represents
a group that does exactly what it
states, it is a group of women who
are making lasting connections. If
you’re seeking to develop concrete
skills both professionally and personally, contact Dr. Sueyoshi before coming to the meeting due to
spacial constraints. Students can
engage in talks that address cultural differences, the interview process and how to balance personal
life and work. Get connected with
women of Baruch.
The group meets in VC Room 2124 every Thursday at 5 p.m.

MARCH 31, 2008

THE TICKER BUSINESS I PAGE 15

MARCH 31, 2008

PAGE 16 I THE TICKER ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Arts

Country fans love
new “Country Girl”

Sexy art of burlesque
BY SHERRY MAZZOCCHI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

BY NICOLE LEE
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

On Wednesday, March 12, the
Baruch Performing Arts Center
welcomed country newcomer
Rissi Palmer as part of its 55 Underground concert series. The
singer-songwriter is hailed as the
first African-American female artist in 20 years to have a hit single
on Billboard’s Hot Country Music
Songs chart.
Palmer opened her show with
her hit single, “Country Girl,” which
is about what it means to be a
country music fan. “It’s the way I
think, not how I talk,” she sings. “It’s
a state of mind no matter where
you’re from.”
The song is, perhaps, a response
to the idea that country music
only reaches one demographic:
rural, white Americans. She also
performed cover of Patsy Cline’s
hit song “Leavin’ On Your Mind,”
which is as much an ode to the
iconic singer as it is to her mother, who was a great inspiration in
Palmer’s life.
In speaking to Palmer before the
show, she seemed surprise about
the media attention over her status as an African-American country artist. “It was never a big deal
for me,” she explained. “Country
music is music for the soul, music
that touches anyone from [age] five
to 95 and it doesn’t discriminate
where you’re from … it’s the most
non-discriminating type of music
we have.”
While she receives much attention over her status as an AfricanAmerican in mainstream country
music, she is first and foremost a

country music artist in every sense
of the word. Meeting Palmer is very
much like meeting the girl next
door. Her genuine warmth and sincerity make her likeable and she
communicates her honesty and
passion through her music. No
matter how you feel about country
music, Palmer’s quality as a musician and songwriter is undeniable.
Country music is very much
about stellar song writing, and
Palmer fits right in. She wrote nine
of the 12 songs on her self-titled
debut album. “I write about what I
know because that’s all I can write
about,” she explained. Palmer’s
vocals are filled with emotion and
soul. Each song is a glimpse into
who the Pennsylvania native is. She
confessed, “[I want people to] walk
away with a better sense of who I
am as a person, who I am as an artist and a songwriter.”
Those who cannot get past the
racial element that is a part of Rissi
Palmer’s country music identity
need only close their eyes and open
their ears to her music. Her album
is a truthful and heartfelt collection
of songs with universal themes that
speak to anyone. “If you date me,”
she quipped on stage, “you’ll end
up in a song.” In “Hold On To Me,”
she sings about unrequited love,
and the hopeful ballad “Anybody
Out There,” is what she calls the
“single chick’s anthem.”
55 Underground is a new series
presented by the Baruch Performing Arts Center, bringing artists that
are not mainstream to the stage, but
who represent the varying tastes of
Baruch’s diverse student body. The
series runs on select dates until
mid-April.
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Rissi Palmer is known as a unique singer in the country music world.

Burlesque, boobs and body
fluids, not often on display at the
CUNY Graduate Center, took center
stage last Wednesday evening at a
panel discussion and performance.
Sponsored by the Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies, the show took
place on March 12. While some
members of the audience were
clearly fans and friends of performers like Jo Boobs, Tigger, Velocity
Chyaldd and Rose Wood, others,
like the visiting sociology class from
Kingsborough Community College,
were burlesque virgins.
It was Jo Weldon, aka Jo Boobs,
who began the evening by telling
the audience that every time she
is interviewed, she is asked to describe the difference between burlesque and stripping. Weldon, who
has performed in both venues, read
aloud from a variety of responses.
There are a lot of “politically correct” theories about both, often
held by people who have never experienced a strip club or burlesque
performance.
One type of performance does
not necessarily translate into the
other. There is a pervasive misconception by the general public that
while burlesque dancers may be
performance artists, strippers are
considered whores.
She shared the thoughts of one
stripper who noted that burlesque
has risen in popularity simultaneously as stripping has become
seedier. “While burlesque is a
grandmother,” Weldon quoted,
“stripping is a wild child.” For Weldon, the difference is a matter of
focus. Stripping is performing for
an individual who tips. Burlesque
is playing to the whole house and it
is the house that pays you.
Weldon, who is headmistress
and founder of The School of Burlesque, performed two burlesque
styles. In an elegant black velvet
dress reminiscent of Madame X,
she donned long black satin gloves,
only to erotically peel them off by
biting the fingers and pulling them,
ever so slowly, down her arms, twirl
them over her head and toss them
away. Next she shook her red hair
loose and slipped out of her gown.
Dressed in a black bra and panties,
she gave Tigger a lap dance.
Then, the audience watched
a hot video of the Las Vegas 2006
Erotic World festival where Tigger,
dressed as a priest, performed an
act with a rosary and communion
wafer that would probably qualify
as pretty naughty by a humorless
Roman Catholic.
For Tigger, a distinction between stripping and burlesque was
the element of surprise, both on the
part of the audience and the performer. “I want something live,” he
said, “I want something back from
the audience. We are all taught that
sex is dirty and bad. And if you are
blessed with queerness, we get
to move on to the ninth circle of
eternal damnation. But our bodies
know better. Sex is going to exert a
profound influence on you whether you enjoy sex or not. That’s up to
you. You’re going to be affected by
it, humongously.”
Another essential element of
burlesque is humor. “Humor is crucial. It infuriates both the prudes
and the pervs because they both
have this deep-seated need to take
sex very seriously,” he said. “As soon
as you inject humor, it diffuses it. It
kills their buds. It doesn’t work for
their whole agenda.”
Dr. Lynn Sally a lecturer at New
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Sexy satin was the order of the night as performers, like Jo Weldon, bore all.
York University and a performer,
added an intellectual moment to
the evening, complete with a PowerPoint presentation. Inspired by
the writings of Joanna Frueh, Sally,
whose stage name is Dr. Lucky, said
that burlesque performances often
have the element of Monster/Beauty. Where beauty can attract, Monster/Beauty can attract and repulse
the audiences simultaneously. It’s
a bait and switch technique where
the performer is able to suspend the
viewer’s disgust over the subversive
and turn it into desire. Burlesque,
she said, “Is not simply about taking off, but oftentimes about putting on layers of meaning.”
Velocity Chyaldd’s performance
could easily fall into the category of
Monster/Beauty. Her performance,
which caused Professor Katia Perea
of Kingsborough to worry about her
students, was frankly sexual and violent. She stripped down to a waist
corset and boots. She then brandished a large knife and, with fake
blood flowing, pretended to cut her

face, arms and vulva. When asked
by the students the meaning of
her performance, she simply said,
“It’s a metaphor.” James, a liberal
arts major and one of Perea’s students, reacted to the performance
by saying, “The knife thing was
creepy, but interesting. I definitely
wouldn’t watch it on YouTube. But
live, it’s worth watching.”
Last, but not least, was a performance by Rose Wood. Because
there was no stage, the audience in
the back of the room was encouraged to stand. Carrying a bottle
of bourbon, Wood took a swig
and then sprayed the audience.
He reached under his mini-skirt,
slipped out a condom and snapped
out its white contents.
After he stripped, he revealed
a pair of perky breasts and a penis, then squatted and retrieved
his bottle without hands. After the
performance, Rose Wood said that
sex is as various as the people who
have it. “We will not be on a family
network anytime soon,” he said.
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Drunk a hunk of
theatrical bunk
BY FRANK MARZULLO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

It has been tough to avoid difficult British playwrights this season.
Tom Stoppard gave us a workout
with Rock and Roll and Jez Butterworth gave us thick metaphors to
chew on in Parlour Song.
The newest test of an Anglophile’s patience is Caryl Churchill,
heaping an angry allegory upon us
in her Drunk Enough to Say I Love
You? at the Public Theatre. The play
runs a scant 45 minutes and takes
as long to recover one’s senses.
Please note it will set you back a
dollar a minute at full price.
This would be fine if audiences
were getting top-drawer Churchill,
whose plays have won three Obie
Awards. Instead, we are asked to sit
through eight clipped, incoherent
chats assembled into a harangue
against American foreign policy.
Artistically, the non-sequitur
laden dramatic exercise is a good
15 minutes too long. It could have
made a decent dark-comedy play.
Drunk is nominally about a dysfunctional love affair between two
gay men. All they seem able to talk
about is affairs, foreign affairs to be
precise. Their names are facile indicators.
The American is named Sam, as
in Uncle Sam. In London, the Brit
was named Jack, as in Union Jack;
Churchill has frivolously renamed
him Guy. He was a closeted family
man who gave in to passion to live
with Sam in the States, leaving his
career.
Sam is the younger and bolder
alpha male of the couple, with a

BY SHAWYONIA PETTIGREW
BPAC CORRESPONDENT

55 Underground will continue with Johanna Stahley on April
4 at 8 p.m. Johanna began singing early in a family of musicians.
She added the guitar to her repertoire at age 18 to help develop
her budding lyrics and melodies
into a definite form. “I use instruments to get the songs out of
my head,” says Stahley, who has
since added bass and piano. “But
my true love is performing.”
In 2006, following the release
of “I’m Not Perfect,” The Village Voice endorsed Johanna’s
live show with an Editor’s Pick
saying that the album “is a better and bouncier Sheryl Crow
album than Sheryl’s managed
in a while.” Her songs, “I Can”
and “Nothing I Would Change,”
have been heard in the opening scenes of MTV’s “The Real
World: Australia” and “Laguna
Beach” as well as ABC’s “Men In
Trees,” among a slew of other TV
shows. Tickets can be purchased
at the Box Office or via phone at
(212) 352-3101.

muscled physique and slicked back
hair. He is decked out in jeans and
cowboy boots, representing rugged
American individualism. Guy is a
whiny blonde beta male in sweater
vest, wool slacks and dress shoes.
He can plausibly represent the rest
of the civilized world.
Churchill continues the “opposites attract” approach. Politically,
the lovers are worlds apart. Sam
has a hegemonic world view, advocating the principle of fighting
all perceived hostile nations. Israel
is a strong ally and Guy can’t get
him to see the error of his ways. A
laundry list of bad guys is drawn up,
the usual suspects being Allende,
Chávez, Hussein and Lumumba.
The set is minimalist to a fault,
with only a nicely upholstered sofa
on which the men perch. As the
scenes progress, it rises above the
bare floor, imperceptibly at first.
The overall effect seems to say
that these abstract debates are too
flighty, floating like a cloud.
The content is just too abstract
for an audience’s heartstrings. We
hopscotch across Cambodia, Chile,
Cuba, El Salvador, Grenada, Nicaragua … you get the idea.
Scott Cohen is blunt and fiery
as Sam, wearing his heart on his
sleeve. But Churchill has him pleading guilty to all charges, deflating
the drama. As Guy, the talented
Samuel West is moving, especially
as an addict being administered a
shot of CIA-controlled heroin.
Director James Macdonald does
the best he can with the challenging
script. Technically, the production
is first rate. Unfortunately, Drunk is
all dressed up with no place to go.

Johanna Stahley (singer/
songwriter) will also be giving a
free songwriting course on April
2 at 2 p.m. in the BPAC rehearsal
studio (NVC, Level B3). Stahley
currently has a co-publishing
deal with Cherry Lane Music.
To reserve a seat for this course,
call (646) 312-4085 or e-mail
performingartscenter@baruch.
cuny.edu. This course is limited
to 20 participants.
Don’t forget to listen to
“The BPAC Hour,” with your
host, Stephanie Wajntraub, on
Wednesday from 5 to 6 p.m. on
wbmbradio.com. This week’s
guest will be R&B sensation Deverne Williams.
Pick up your tickets early to
see “Getting Out,” the Fine and
Performing Arts department’s
spring production. The play revolves around an ex-convict
named Arlene, who has just gotten out of prison and is trying to
put her life back together.
The performance runs from
April 8 to April 12 at 7:30 p.m.
with a matinée at 2 p.m. on Saturday. Tickets are $10 at the Box
Office.
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Joke of the Week . . .
Q: How many evolutionists does it take to change a light bulb?
A: Only one, but it takes eight million years.

Risky business found in genes
BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS
STAFF WRITER

Hit or stay? Bet or fold? Reds or
blacks? What does it all boil down
to in the end? Even though most
gamblers understand the assumed
risks of a bet, people always have a
justification ready to explain their
particular level of success at games
of chance. Lucky streaks are simply
good deeds “coming back around.”
Similarly, stories about black cats
and broken mirrors echo from the
depths of debt. According to a new
study, unlucky gamblers can now
find a more viable scapegoat in a
region of the brain, called the anterior insula.
In an article published in the
March 12 issue of Neuroscience,
Peter Bossaerts stated that he has
identified a specific area of the
brain which is activated early on in
the sequence of mental processes
that result in an underestimation
of risk.
Scientists at the Federal Polytechnic University in Lausanne,
Switzerland, monitored the brains
of subjects as they completed a
simple gambling task in which
the level of risk was continuously
changing.
According to Bossaerts, the aim
of the study was to remedy the fact
that, “Until now, we didn’t know
how or where in the brain risk is
learned.”
After comparing images taken
of the subject’s brains, the region of
the brain that was commonly active
during faulty risk assessment was
the anterior insula. The anterior
insula is also the cerebral region re-

sponsible for integrating and processing emotion.
People are cautioned against
letting emotion cloud their judgment and now neurological evidence agrees.
The study also stated that the
brain rapidly updates the timing
of the anterior insula’s activation,
suggesting that this area is involved
in the learning process of risk predictions. In other words, when a
mind underestimates risk, its natural course is to immediately record
this and attempt to improve.
“We need to update our understanding of the neural basis of
reward anticipation in uncertain
conditions to include risk assessment,” says Bossaerts.
The study prompts scientists
to question the role and level of
human control over instances of
anomalous failure-driven brain
chemistry. How much control do
we really have over our own actions? The team at Federal Polytechnic are hopeful that their findings will open up a new door to
analyzing why people employed in
risk-taking industries are successful
or not. However, the approximation
of hazard is a mainstay for people
from all walks of life including stock
analysts and teenage smokers. The
researchers anticipate discoveries
that could shed light on the decisions that lead to drug and gambling addiction.
Money, and more importantly,
lives fit squarely in the crosshairs of
human error. It is definitely a fruitful endeavor to study why people
act against their better judgment
and underestimate risk.

<UNEP: Glacial
meltdown at fastest
rate recorded
BY JOHN MORONI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

ILLUSTRATED BY DUSTIN WINEGAR

Driving on wings Proteins in action
BY RACHEL VINCENT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

What may seem like a fanciful dream for drivers has now
become a reality embodied in
Aptera Motors’ new 300 mile per
gallon hybrid vehicle: the Typ-1h.
It looks like something from a
science fiction movie: beautifully
designed, streamlined, all-white
with a huge panoramic windshield and disconnected wheels,
gives the impression that the car
is floating. The lights in its undercarriage reflect on the road and
the wheel caps cover the wheels
almost entirely. It’s name is Greek
for “wingless.” That is precisely
what it looks like — a white, wingless bird.
Directly contrasting the monstrous, gas guzzling sport utility
vehicles seen choking America’s
highways, the Typ-1h is a small
two-seater, technically called
a motorcycle. According to the
company’s website, it exceeds
the crash and rollover safety standards of the automobile industry.
The Typ-1h seems too good to be
true until you see the price tag.
According to Aptera Motors,
California will be the only state
where the vehicle will be initially
released later this year. Californians will be able to own an Typ1h for less than $30,000, which
is pocket change compared to
the price of other competing hybrids, such as the Tesla Roadster
(around $100,000) or the incredible engineless GM Hy-wire ($5
million).
The genius behind the Typ1h’s design lies in the material
that it is made from. The former

name of the company producing
the Typ-1h, Accelerated Composites, gives consumers a clue. The
Typ-1h’s body is made from composites, which are light, flexible,
easy to shape and strong.
Of course, there are some
drawbacks. Extremely light cars
do not operate well at very high
speeds
and so as
a
safety
measure,
View a slideshow
the Typ-1h
and video of
is limited
Aptera Motor’s
to around
new Typ-1h at
85 mph.
theticker.org
It is also
a
threewheeled
vehicle and techni- cally
a
motorcycle. Since three-wheelers have an increased tendency
to roll over, the Typ-1h has two
wheels placed up front and one
centered in the back to reduce
this. The Typ-1h is also a fairly
small vehicle by American standards. It has about as much room
as a sports car. “Two and a half
seats” as Accelerated Composites
puts it. Two seats in the front and
a small backseat, which can purportedly hold 15 bags of groceries, a strange, but fairly universal,
form of measure.
The vehicle is not only an incredible development for automobile drivers, but also has far
reaching effects for mass transit
and other forms of travel. If a car
can be designed to go three hundred miles on a single tank of gas,
it is conceivable that buses, trains,
airplanes and all other consumer
vehicles will follow efficient improvements.

Glaciers:
a relic of
the past?

BY DAVID CHAVDA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Thursday, March 13, Dr. Eric
Greene, an assistant professor and
researcher at Columbia University, gave a guest mini-lecture on
“Visualizing DNA Repair Proteins
in Action” at Baruch’s BioMed Society meeting.
Greene and his fellow researchers have come up with innovative
ways of watching proteins interact with DNA using TIRFM (Total
Internal Reflection Fluorescence
Microscopy) and a unique selfdeveloped method of tethering
DNA on slides. Using what he calls
“DNA curtains,” visualizing more
than 100 individual DNA strands
and the interaction of proteins
bound to them becomes easy.
Prior to the use of “DNA Curtains,” researchers could only visualize a single DNA molecule,
making statistically relevant information difficult to gather. Furthermore, the researchers can control
what proteins and molecules are
released into the mix, making it
possible to note their interactions
with DNA.
The use of this visualization
setup has allowed the researchers
at Greene’s lab to figure out that
DNA-repaired proteins do not randomly attach to DNA molecules.
They bind to the DNA and slide
across it, much like a repairman
on a ladder that can only move up
and down.
When DNA repair proteins find
an error in a DNA strand, they stop
and mark the error so that other
proteins can repair the error, then
move past the error continuing to
find other errors and mark them.
The visualization techniques

have also allowed them to see that
DNA repair proteins cannot cross
each other when bound to a DNA
strand.
They have also found that when
ATP is added to a mixture of DNA
and proteins, the proteins move
much faster across the DNA. This
allowed the researchers to figure
out the exact mechanism used by
DNA repair proteins, called 1-Dimensional Diffusion, rather than
random collision, or ATP-activated binding.
The boundless potential of
this system was highlighted by
the great enthusiasm Greene displayed in speaking about it.
For now, researchers at
Greene’s lab have only introduced
one type of DNA repair protein
and noted the effect of ATP on its
movement across DNA. The next
step is to add other proteins that
are involved in fixing DNA and
noting their effect.
Practical applications of this
system and the research conducted with it are endless. DNA
and proteins are under a constant
barrage of stress and work through
precise mechanisms that can become faulty very easily. Nearly 10
to 15 percent of cancer patients
and almost all colorectal cancer
patients have a mutation in a specific DNA repair protein.
By studying the effects of mutations on DNA repair mechanisms,
it may be possible to find ways
to fix them. In addition, interactions with anti-cancer medicines
that target DNA and the repair
proteins can be studied more in
depth. Overall, there are many
practical applications for this research and the tools developed by
Dr. Greene’s laboratory.

The beauty of glaciers have captured the imaginations of explorers, painters and photographers for
centuries. Unfortunately, the current rate of global warming is intensifying. The only way future generations will actually see a glacier will
be from a picture or painting.
The United Nations Environment Program has recently discovered the troubling truth that glaciers are melting away at the fastest
rate ever recorded throughout the
past 5,000 years.
While many of the effects caused
by global warming will not be apparent in the immediate future,
the disappearance of the world’s
glaciers could occur within decades. From 1980 to 1999 glaciers
lost about a foot of ice per year, according to a Zurich-based scientific
study.
Ever since the turn of the millennium, glaciers have been losing
about 20 inches of ice per year. As
these glaciers melt away, sea levels
will rise and bring about massive
flooding throughout the world.
Rivers fed by glaciers will overflow
as they melt and eventually dry up,
leaving little water for neighboring
communities and eventually result
in the destruction of crops.
Considering the large amounts
of people residing close to glacier-fed rivers, the melting glaciers
could leave millions of people without food. The Ganges River in India
and the Yangtze River in China are
both glacier-fed rivers that support
360 and 388 million people respectively.
In addition to these two major
rivers there are a total of nine rivers that support 2.4 billion people
throughout Asia that are at risk
with the growing threat of melting
glaciers.
This problem is increasingly
becoming worldwide with effects
being seen from places ranging
from the European Alps to the
Rocky Mountains. With drought,
avalanches, flooding and famine
being direct results of glacial melting there have been recent global
meetings to discuss the issue in efforts to solve it.
Thankfully, Tony Blair has been
arranging high-level environmental meetings in Japan, China and
India that actually aim to take action against global warming, not
just give people the date our planet
will expire. Tony Blair addressed
the current climate situation by
stressing how economies and cultures of the world must reduce
carbon consumption in order to relieve the strain that is being put on
our planet.
While this is easier said than
done, it’s at least a start in what
seems a difficult struggle ahead.
In the end, it’s really up to us what
happens to our planet. We could
simply ignore the warning signs
and suffer the consequences or
take action and preserve this blue
marble we call Earth.
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Calendar of Events
COMPILED BY ELYSSA MALDONADO

LEISURE EDITOR

2008 iBaruch Yearbook Sale
Lexicon
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
12 p.m. to 7 p.m.

The Ticker’s USG Debate
Ticker
Room 1-107 (Multipurpose)
12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Arab Hollywood Week
Arab Alliance
Room 2-125 (NVC)
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Relay for Life Banner Day
College Against Cancer
Room 3-240 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Why Work on Wall Street
National Association of Black
Accountants
Room 3-165 (NVC)
12:40 p.m. to 2:20 p.m.

Information Session
InRoads Student Association
Room 2-125 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Relay for Life “A One Night
Stand”
Office Student Life
Auxillary Gym B2 Level (NVC)
Friday 5 p.m. to Saturday 8 a.m.

Movie Viewing
Alpha Phi Delta
Room 3-215 (NVC)
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

E-mail Excellence with Roy
Speed
Golden Key International Honor
Society
Room 3-160 (NVC)
12:40 p.m. to 2:20 p.m.

Modeling Practice
CSA, SOCA, WICC
Room 2-125 (NVC)
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Alumni Networking Event
Golden Key International Honor
Society
Room 1-107 (Multipurpose)
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Biography of the Greatest
Teacher Class
Muslim Students Association
Room 3-217 (NVC)
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Dance Practice
CSA, SOCA, WICC
Room 3-215 (NVC)
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
General Meeting
Toastmaster Internation
Room 4-220 (NVC)
6:15 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

03/31
04/01
04/02
04/03
04/04

Eric Brody Presents Real
Estate Development Techniques
Real Estate Networking Club
137 E. 22nd Street
1 p.m. to 2:15 p.m.

Green Marketing Career
Panel
Zicklin Marketing Club
Room 2-125 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Laurel Bernstein, Career
Coach
Zicklin Women In Business
151 E 25th (NCC Room 763)
7:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m.

Submit your event listings to

leisure@theticker.org
CHESS CHALLENGE PUZZLE OF THE WEEK

White to move and win in 3 moves
For solution visit the
Baruch College Chess Club
Mon. - Fri. 12:30-2:30pm VC 3-248
Chess Club Movie Screening:

Searching For Bobby Fischer
Date: Tuesday, March 25, 2008
Time: 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Location: NVC 3-160

USG will be holding in-house elections for the lower-evening senator
position on Tuesday, April 8. Visit usgbaruch.com for more information.

New Member Social
Networking
Phi Eta Sigma National Honor
Society
Room 1-107 (Multipurpose)
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Come Meet the Zeta’s
Zeta Phi Beta
Room 3-210 (NVC)
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
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Get the perfect look for the spring Safe,
simple
summer

BY KERRI JAREMA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Sun is setting later, the birds
are chirping, the weather is getting
warmer and the air has that certain
special scent. Spring has finally
sprung and we all know what that
means: with the arrival of a new
season comes new ensembles.
Once the weather starts getting
nicer, we all want to reach for our
light-weight dresses and sandals.
But the beginning of spring usually
brings unexpected rain showers
and chilly winds and it is smart to
keep your legs, feet and arms covered. Light layers are the key for
dressing stylishly and appropriately
for spring weather.
Tiny floral prints are one of
the “it” prints of the season, as
evidenced by the countess floral
shirts, dresses, bags and even shoes
that are filling stores now. One of
the most versatile ways to wear this
trend is with a button-down shortsleeved blouse in a light cotton material, perfect for mild spring days.
These blouses come in all colors
of the rainbow, the most popular
being light yellow, blue and pink.
They are easily found at many retail stores, however, two of the most
chic versions are available at The
Gap. The yellow floral print blouse
has slimming pleating and a mandarin collar costing $44.50, while
the pink floral print blouse features
pleating and a traditional collar
that costs $39.50.
For pants, jeans are always in
style, but this spring it’s all about
the light-wash. WhoWhatWearDaily.com, the online site for all
the latest fashion trends, states that
we should lighten the wash of our
spring denim saying, “We’ve seen
super-dark rinses, candy-colored
denim and every shade of gray, but
now its time to lighten up.”
Keep in mind, however, that
the look calls for light-wash denim
— not acid-wash. Skinny, slim or
straight legs are the way to go. You
can find the new light-wash denim
at a range of prices — Urban Outfitters has the BDG Cigarette Skinny
Jean for $54 and Old Navy has “The
Goddess” jeans in a light wash,
straight-leg style for only $25.
For shoes, the flat doesn’t seem
to be leaving us anytime soon, and
when you’re running back and
forth between classes, the library,
work, home and, of course, excursions with friends, your feet will be
thankful for it.
David Z. has Jeffrey Campbell’s
Catch shoe; a gorgeous pair of
brown leather, low-heeled shoes
with weaved accents for $75, while
Urban Outfitters carries another interesting take on the flat.
The Between the Lines Oxford
shoe is a closed-toe leather shoe
with a tie at the top and weaved
accents at the toe and sides. They
come in a light brown and peach
color, selling for $38. Also, don’t
forget to invest in a good pair of
rain boots for those “April Shower”
days. They can be found almost
anywhere these days and for modest prices.
Springtime is known for jacket
weather and no jacket is better for
spring than a classic trench. Many
stores are selling all different versions of the trench: candy colored,
metallic, sheer, short, mid-waist,
long, crop-sleeved and longsleeved.
The most popular look right
now is the classic tan- or beige-colored, mid-thigh length, cropped
sleeved and cinched with a tie belt

n Get all your
summer necessities
ahead of time
BY MARTINA MICKO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: GAP.COM, FOREVER21.COM, FOREVER21.COM, URBANOUTFITTERS.COM, URBANOUTFITTERS.COM

Find the newest trends without spending a bundle.
at the waist. The Gap has a cropped
trench coat in a classic taupe for
$69.50.
Of course, no ensemble would
be complete without accessories
and the most important for the
spring are a pair of sunglasses and a
clutch. Clutch bags are all the rage
this spring and all of them are oversized to carry far more than just a
lipstick. Some are long and skinny,
while others are big and tall. But
whichever one you choose, you will
be at the height of spring cool with
a clutch under your arm.
H&M has a stylish brown leather
clutch with square accents for only
$16.90 and Urban Outfitters has the
Over-sized Croc clutch available in
black, gray, pink and plum, for $29.

Avoid wristlet styles — this season’s
clutch bags are meant to be carried
under the arm or in the hand. Swap
out the clutch for an oversized
leather tote bag for school. Forever
21 carries the Oversized Travel Tote
in brown and lavender for $24.80.
For sunglasses, you can’t go
wrong with the classic aviator, still
very much in style this spring. For
trendy sunglasses, look no further
than the style of the Ray-ban Wayfarer, which hasn’t been this popular since the 1980s. With the Wayfarer style, you can also embrace
the colored frames trend that has
been taking over.
WhoWhatWearDaily.com says,
“This year that pallor is going to be
replaced with nearly neon and bra-

zenly bright frames.”
The best place to find a wide
range of styles in sunglasses is the
street vendors at St. Mark’s Place in
the East Village. There you can find
countless aviators and Wayfarers
in colors like black, red, white and
light blue. Versions of the Wayfarer
and Aviator styles can also be found
at the online store, Delia’s. com.
Top off this outfit with a lightweight scarf in spring colors like
pale yellow, pink, blue or tan.
Forever 21 carries many different
styles and colors, anywhere from
$7.80 to $10. With these pieces, you
will have a spring ensemble that is
chic and trendy and you’ll be ready
to enjoy the beautiful weather in
comfort.

Spring break is just around
the corner. Nothing is better than
spending it at the beach and coming
back to school with a healthy tan.
Nothing is worse than coming back
to school with a sun burn. Here are
some sun facts and some beach
must-haves for a healthy summer
glow.
Sun safety is very important,
especially during the summer or
when traveling to warm places. By
wearing sunscreen, you decrease
your risk of getting skin cancer
and protect your skin from future
damage.
Before heading out into the sun,
here are a few things to keep on
your mind. The sun is at its highest
peak between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.,
meaning this is when the UV rays
are the strongest. During this time,
you should try to stay out of the sun
or in the shade.
Being outside, you should apply
a sunscreen of SPF 30 or higher. A
good face sunblock is Neutrogena
Dry Touch Sunblock (drugstore,
$10). It’s a lightweight sunblock
that has antioxidants. It comes in
four SPF’s ranging from 30 to 55.
Even though most sunscreens
are waterproof, they should
be reapplied every two hours,
whether you are in the water or
not. Neutrogena Fresh Cooling
Body Mist Sunblock, (drugstore.
com, $10) is a good choice for the
body. It’s a spray-based sunscreen.
It is easy to use, just spray and go,
no need to rub it in. It is made
with Helioplex, which provides
the ultimate protection against UV
rays.
Being at the beach and in the
sun we tend to forget about the
sensitive parts of our bodies that
burn easily such as the lips, eyes
and nose.
These spots can be protected by
Clinique Lip/Eye SPF 30 Sunblock
(Sephora, $17). It’s a spot stick
that has skin-defending vitamins,
which help prevent aging, and
most importantly, protect skin from
getting burned.
Having fun in the sun, we tend
to forget what is most exposed to
the sun: the hair. Spraying a leavein conditioner while in the sun
will prevent it from being dry and
breaking. You can also try Frederic
Fekkai Summer Zero Humidity
Frizz Control (Sephora, $20), a
great hair protector for the summer
days. It also smoothes frizzy hair
while protecting against UV rays.
You can also protect yourself
with cool accessories such as hats
and sunglasses. Sporty caps are
stylish, but you can try a more
classical look with a straw hat.
Big sunglasses are always in
style, or you can try something new
with bold colors such as pink or
yellow.
So beach bums, head for the
beach with these must-have
items. Stay protected and get that
healthy beach tan!
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Mets and Yanks look questionable
Last season was not the best for
New York baseball, to say the least.
The Mets, who were the pre-season
National League favorites, were
the victims of the greatest collapse
in Major League history blowing
a seven game lead with only 17
games left to play.
Not to be outdone, the Yankees
lost to the Indians (and a few gnats)
in the first round of the playoffs
only to watch the Red Sox win the
whole thing yet again.
The 2008 Yankees made a bold
statement this off-season, not by
the moves they made, but rather,
the move they didn’t make.
The Yankees decided not to pull
the trigger on a trade that would
send Phil Hughes, Melky Cabrera
and Ian Kennedy to the Twins for
bona fide ace Johan Santana.
By not acquiring Johan Santana,
the Yankees will be relying on the
fresh and inexperienced duo of
Hughes and Kennedy to anchor the
bottom of their shaky rotation.
Chien-Ming Wong is the ace of
this staff and a 19 game winner in
2007, but his numbers are deceiving.
He was the recipient of the
highest run support in the Majors
at over five runs per game, his 104
strikeouts in 199 innings show the

alarming rate the batters put the
ball in play against him, and his
19.06 ERA in the playoffs last season speaks for itself.
Veterans Andy Pettitte and Mike
Mussina round
out the staff but
neither are sure
fire bets to win
10 games.
There is no
question that
the Yankees
can
score TIMOTHY PETROPOULOS
runs, but how
Bearcat Prowler
many will be
enough? With power houses like
Anaheim, Detroit, Boston and
Cleveland, I don’t think the Yanks’
shaky staff will hold up enough to
make the playoffs this season.
Prediction: Second in AL East;
Miss playoffs.
As for the Mets, any sour taste
that was left in their mouths after last year’s collapse has been
washed out by the sweet, sweet
candy that is Johan Santana.
With the addition of Johan, the
Mets now have the ace they were in
desperate need of last season. The
move also allows Oliver Perez and
John Maine, each 15 game winners

last season, to move down a spot
into the three and four spots in the
rotation.
With these three starters and
with future Hall-of-Famer Pedro
Martinez the Mets will have one of
the best rotations in the National
League this season.
As for the Mets’ line-up, although bothered by injuries early
this spring, they should be among
the top in the National League
in runs, with players like David
Wright, Jose Reyes and Carlos Beltran anchoring the most exiting
line-up in baseball.
The key to the Mets season will
be an improved bullpen. This could
be made possible with the return of
Duaner Sanchez from rotator cuff
surgery.
If Sanchez returns to his 2006
form, the Mets will have one of the
best bull pens in baseball to go with
their strong line-up and rotation.
The Mets have no glaring weaknesses in any part of their team and
with no standout teams in the National League to challenge the Mets
they are primed for a World Series
run.
Prediction: First in NL East;
Beat Cleveland in the World Series
4-2.

Come to the USG Presidential Debate.
Multipurpose Room, Tuesday, April 1 at 12:35 p.m.
Food and refreshments will be served.

Two tennis titans
clash at the Garden
BY ZACHARY KLEIN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

When I found out I was going
to the sold out Pete SamprasRoger Federer tennis match at
Madison Square Garden, I was
excited, but confused. After all,
Pete Sampras has been retired
for years now and Roger Federer
is at the peak of his career.
So how was this going to be
a competition? Of course, Sampras still holds the record of winning the most grand slams, with
14, so it is always amazing to be
able to see him play.
Thinking about these players
individually, they are exceptional. But the thought of these two
different generations competing
seemed unrealistic. Will Sampras really be able to keep up
with Federer?
My initial concerns were shattered after the second set got under way. After losing the first set
6-3, Sampras began getting into
the match and the competition
heated up. The second set ended
in a tiebreak, with Sampras winning 4-7.
The crowd was all energized
for Sampras upon his second set
victory.
Both champions fought it out
in the third and final set of their
abbreviated best out of three
matches, as the game went into
another tiebreak.
Federer defended his status
as No. 1 in the world, winning
the tiebreaker 8-6, and the overall match 6-3, 6-7, 7-6.

Sampras was more than capable of running the court, leading
to his hard fought match. Sampras’s lethal serve proved again
why he is the all time champion.
Federer, currently being No. 1
in the world was a crowd pleaserand got everyone pumped up. As
he was hitting balls into the mesmerized crowd, Federer showed
just how much he was in his element and was totally connecting
with the fans.
Monday night at the Garden
was the top place to be in the
world, as former Mayor David
Dinkins along with the tennis world and a celebrity-filled
crowd of 19,000 was ecstatic to
see this historic event.
I was sitting next to John
McEnroe, who announced the
match and the intensity and delight in his voice was showing,
as the excitement for the players only grew as the match went
forward. The arena was sold out,
not so much for the competition.
It was to get a glimpse of both of
these greats.
The sight of the players individually was great, but then with
both of them together it was explosive.
As much as the match was
about the competition of the
players, the focus of the night was
on Sampras, because Federer we
know we’ll continue to see.
This may have been the public’s last chance to see Pete Sampras with a racquet in his hands
and for that, the match was worth
every penny.
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SCHEDULE
Baseball
4/1 — Baruch @ Old Westbury, 3:30 p.m.
4/2 — Baruch @ Maritime, 1 p.m.
4/5 — Baruch @ CCNY, 12 p.m.
4/6 — CCNY @ Baruch, 7:30 p.m.

Men’s Tennis
4/1 — Baruch @ Hunter, 3:30 p.m.
4/4 — CCNY @ Baruch, 4 p.m.
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Eagles spied on Bearcats
BY ROSIE GENAO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Joseph. Was a solution provided
then and there? No. Neither the
NCAA representative, nor the team
from Mary Washington, suffered
any direct repercussions. For now,
nothing will change this

wasn’t our day. In an environment
like that, you have to play a perfect
game and we didn’t,” said Joseph.
This leaves us to question: what
constitutes a perfect game?

ILLUSTRATED BY EDWARD WU
I THE TICKER

Some time has passed since the
women’s basketball team won the
coveted CUNYAC championship
title and earned a berth to the
NCAA Tournament. The Bearcats
had wrapped up their regular
season with the tournament
title and were embarking on an
entirely new tournament.
However, the Bearcats were
not able to endure for long as
they lost to the fifth-ranked
Eagles from the University of
Mary Washington, 73-58, in
the first round of the NCAA
tournament in Fredericksburg,
Virginia. Behind those losing
statistics is a story only known
to a few and a chance that the
NCAA could have failed at its
own mission: supporting studentathletes.
Prior to playing against Mary
Washington, the visiting Bearcats
practiced in anticipation for the
game. They were not aware at first
that curious eyes were watching
them from the stands and the
onlooker was suspiciously jotting
down notes on their performance.
It was rumored then that this
onlooker, a representative of
the NCAA, could have provided
information to the opposing team,
University of Mary Washington that
helped them get the victory.
Looking back at the outcome,
Dominique McClendon noted, “We
were definitely excited up until the
game because we felt that we had a
good chance to go down there and
get the win. To have the opposing’
team beat us to every spot or play
in a [predetermined] way … it was
low.”
“We came out with intensity,”
added Kaleia Davis. “They called
us ‘street ballers’ and degraded us
in their papers. It’s really disgusting

that they had to stoop that low to
try to get the upper hand on us.”
Shortly thereafter Baruch did
the only thing they could do: file
a complaint to the NCAA. “We
submitted a complaint to the NCAA
Championship committee

about the issue so [that] changes can
be made in future championships
so [that] these type of issues do
not exist,” said Head Coach Machli

season.
On the coaching end, the
sentiment is much different than
that of the athletes. “We played hard
and fought the whole way but it just

The question of ethics also arises
in situations like this one. The NCAA
postponed further investigation
into the matter. Similar cases have
been seen with professional athletes
who seek alternative methods to

enhance their performance. This
same mentality can permeate at
the collegiate level; still, it is equally
as unethical.
“My recommendation from this
experience is to either have the site
representative leave the gym after
the teams are all set and starting
practice or make sure you have a
rep that does not coach in the same
conference of any of the four teams
in that pod,” commented Joseph.
The outcome could have
been the same even without the
seemingly unethical participation
of the representative. One can only
speculate as to how much different
the results of the game could have
been. What we do know, however,
is that the representative’s actions
could have been unethical and that
the NCAA failed at providing an
adequate and timely solution.
Dr. William Eng, director of
athletics at Baruch, believes that
the situation at hand could have
been a matter of perception.
“[Perhaps] the perception that
she could have been taking notes
is what unnerved the team … and
reflected on their performance.
Unless [one] can really prove that
she did, we do not have a case.”
In response to the incident,
Baruch gave a recommendation to
the NCAA committee that coaches
from the same conference as one
of the teams playing should not
serve as NCAA representatives
in order to avoid conflicts of
interest. “Unless it is an absolute
necessity,” added Eng. It does not
make sense to have a rep from
the same conference. Still, I don’t
think there was any collusion.”
With their season well over,
the team can only forward to next
season and take this as yet another
learning experience. “It’s part of
life … you have to make sure you
learn [and take much] from these
experiences,” said Joseph.

Pitching is a big let down for Cats
BY TIMOTHY PETROPOULOS
BEARCAT PROWLER

Let’s not beat around the bush:
the Baruch baseball program has
had difficulties the past couple of
years. With an ERA well over 10
and a record well under .500, the
baseball team has not contended
for a championship lately to say the
least.
This season has started no different, with the team dropping five
of six spring training games in Florida and opening their season 0-3 in
non-conference play.
It’s still early in the season
though and with the right effort
and dedication, these Bearcats do
have the talent to make a modest
run. But in order to do that, they
must first fix there biggest weakness, their pitching.
“Pitching-wise, we have a lot
of depth,” said third-year manager
Jose Torres. “We just have to be able
to throw more strikes consistently.”
Walks have been the main nemesis that the pitchers can’t seem
to overcome the past few years. In
536.2 innings pitched over the last

three seasons, the pitching staff has
given up an astonishing 509 walks,
which translates to just under a
walk per inning.
Although the Bearcats control
(or lack there of ) has been their
main problem, Coach Torres also
believes that it’s not just the pitchers fault that they give up so many
runs.
“When the pitchers make their
pitches [we] have to make the plays
for them,” said Coach Torres. “We’re
giving up too many walks, and after
the walks come the errors, and then
the hits, and that’s when the flood
gates open up.”
Baruch’s fielding has also been a
major problem for them so far this
season. In just nine games played
this year, the Bearcats have committed 15 errors, resulting in 24 unearned runs.
Considering that Baruch has
only scored 29 runs all season, the
pitchers would have to be nearly
perfect to even sniff a win.
With all this said, the season
is still young and can be turned
around if unnecessary mistakes like
walks and errors can be cut down.

The Bearcats’ CUNYAC opener
is this Saturday, March 29 at home
against the defending CUNYAC
champions John Jay. If the Bearcats
want to right the ship, this opening series would be a great place to
start.
“I have been following them on
the internet,” said Coach Torres.
“When you lose as many seniors
as they did your not going to be the
same team. We’re looking to win
all three and we have the ability to
do it if we stay focused and execute
like we’re supposed to.”
Despite all the short comings
of the team in the recent seasons,
Coach Torres believes in the talent
level of this team and trusts that if
they start cutting out the little mistakes, that they can vie for a championship.
“I hope this is our year, I think
it could be our year, we just have to
believe in ourselves and come together as a team,” said Torres. “We
are going to contend for the championship. I guarantee you that. We
will be there.”
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Despite a rough start, Head Coach Jose Torres is confident in his baseball team.

